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TILLER SPOTLIGHT: HANNAH BARAJAS 

Submitted by Joanna Vandal, AVID  Advisor 

H annah Barajas is the epitome 

of an AVID student as she is 

determined to excel in all aspects of  

her life. This year as AVID Co-President and TUSD Student 

Board Member, she will continue to utilize her leadership 

to help support her fellow students! She is going to be an 

amazing force of positive growth for THS!  

THE TILLER NEWS
T-TOWN’S WEEKLY NEWSLETTER, PRODUCED BY STAFF AND STUDENTS 

BRIEF HAPPENINGS 
BACK TO SCHOOL NIGHT 

A new school year means our annual Back to School Night is just 
around the corner! Meet your student’s new teachers and check out 
their classrooms on Wednesday, September 4th from 6 - 8pm. 

THS VS FHS 
Another year, another Rivalry game played on the Tustin Field! The 
Tillers take on their cross-town rivals, the Foothill Knights on Friday, 
August 30th at 7pm! Go big R.E.D.! 

FEATURED ARTICLES 

 THS ENGLISH WANTS YOU TO READ 
By Ryan Miller, English Department Co-Instructional Coach 

O ver the summer, many THS 

English teachers worked on 

adapting their classes to allow stu-

dents more choice of reading.  The 

school purchased over $10,000 

worth of books for teachers to add 

to their classrooms. They are committed to getting students 

to read more by offering them the chance to choose books 

that interest them.  Many teachers are working on increasing 

the amount of time they give to students to read in class. We 

hope that will take advantage of the opportunity and read as 

much as they can this year.  

THS LINK CREW WELCOMES THE CLASS OF 2023 
By Lindsay Fay and Alicia Fortier, Link Crew Advisors 

L ink Crew at THS is a program that links upperclassmen Leaders with freshmen to help them 

have an amazing first year of high school. This year, nearly a hundred juniors and seniors spent 

two days training to prepare for Link Crew Orientation. On Tuesday, August 6th, 400 of this year’s 

incoming class joined the Link Leaders for a few hours of games, getting to know each other, 

building relationships, going for a tour, and—

most importantly—getting connected! At our 

post-orientation debrief, the leaders were 

blown away by the positive attitude and in-

teractions with this year’s freshmen. Wel-

come Class of 2023! We are excited to have 

you as new Tillers! Our next event is Movie 

Night on Friday, September 20th!  

ASB PLANS WELCOME BACK ACTIVITIES 
By Sarah Markley, Co-Activities Director 

T he first couple weeks of school have been a whirlwind for ASB. We have 

been getting ready for our Welcome Back Assembly as well as Homecoming 

and Spirit Week. Some upcoming dates to 

watch out for schoolwide events include 

the Powder Puff football game on Tuesday, 

September 10th, Spirit Week, September 9-

13 and the Homecoming football game and 

dance on Friday, September 13th. Stay 

tuned for the Homecoming theme and 

Homecoming Court announcements!  

ATHLETES OF THE WEEK  

By Melissa Trout, Girls’ Athletic Director 

S hanaya “Kuki” Neru is our first Lady 

Tiller Athlete of the Week. Although 

she is only a ninth grader, she is already 

proving that she has what it takes to be 

one of Tustin’s finest golfers. Kuki has 

been playing golf since she was in elemen-

tary school, and her passion for the sport 

has become infectious to even the return-

ing athletes on the squad. She and the Var-

sity golfers will face Costa Mesa and Estan-

cia later this week in their first matches of 

the season. However, Kuki’s dedication to 

athletics is not limited to the golf course; 

she is planning on being a three-sport letterman and participating in both 

basketball and track. This is definitely one new Tiller that we will see a lot of 

over her high school tenure.  

By Tom Giebe, Boys’ Athletic Director 

W elcome back Tillers! Our first 

Tiller Boys’ Athlete of the 

Week is senior football player Ernesto 

Nava. Ernesto, a returning starter 

from last years team, had an excellent 

scrimmage last Friday on both sides of 

the ball.  He led the way from his right 

tackle position with numerous knock 

down blocks to help propel the Tiller 

run game, and was active on defense 

with a sack of the quarterback and 

numerous tackles. Ernesto will lead his 

Tiller teammates into their first regular 

season game of the year as the Tillers face Capistrano Valley High School 

this Friday at Northrup Field. Great job, Ernesto, and GO TILLERS!  

TUSTIN HIGH SCHOOL 
Home of the Tillers 
 1171 El Camino Real, Tustin, CA 92780 
(714) 730-7414 

CLICK FOR INFORMATION REGARDING STUDENT FEES/CUOTAS AL ESTUDIANTE  

https://www.instagram.com/tustintillers/
https://www.facebook.com/TustinHighSchool/
https://twitter.com/TustinHS
http://www.tustin.k12.ca.us/tustin-high
https://tustink12caus.finalsite.com/schools/student-fees
https://twitter.com/TustinAthletics
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THE COUNSELORS’ CHAT
A WEEKLY NEWSLETTER ABOUT CURRENT HAPPENINGS IN COUNSELING, BROUGHT TO YOU BY YOUR THS COUNSELORS 

WELCOME TO THE 2019-20 SCHOOL YEAR! 

Hello and WELCOME BACK TO THE 2019-2020 

SCHOOL YEAR! Although we are sad to say good-

bye to summer, we are so excited to say HELLO 

to all of you! Counselors will be an integral part 

of your students’ support at school. The purpose

of this newsletter is to inform you of events, 

deadlines, tips, and information that support stu-

dents’ college and career readiness.  

Not sure who your counselor is? See the directory below: 

AMY BLEDSOE A– CORONA ABLEDSOE@TUSTIN.K12.CA.US 

CORINNE PYSHER CORONEL—HERNANDEZ CPYSHER@TUSTIN.K12.CA.US 

JESSICA SOTELO HERRERA— MORA JSOTELO@TUSTIN.K12.CA.US 

ASHLEY HAGSTROM MORALES—ROMUALDO AHAGSTROM@TUSTIN.K12.CA.US 

ERIN SWANSON ROS—Z ESWANSON@TUSTIN.K12.CA.US 

JAYME ACOSTA LANGUAGE SUPPORT JMACOSTA@TUSTIN.K12.CA.US 

VERONICA WILLIAMS SPECIAL INTERVENTIONS VWILLIAMS@TUSTIN.K12.CA.US 

COLLEGE VISITS BEGIN 

IN SEPTEMBER! 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, 

CHECK NAVIANCE AND RSVP.

THIS WEEK’S UP-DATES 

AN ADDITION TO THE TEAM! 
A note from our newest counselor:  

“Hello! My name is Veronica Williams and I am the new 
Special Intervention Counselor at THS. I am excited to 
be joining an amazing team and I look forward to get-
ting to know your students. I will be working closely 
with all of the Counselors as well as the Discipline and 
Attendance Offices to provide intervention supports to 
students of all grade levels. I look forward to a great 
year filled with opportunity and success! “ 

CLASS OF 2020
College Tip of the Week: Try the College 
SuperMatch activity on Naviance! This is 
a questionnaire to help you get started 
on creating a list of colleges that might 
be of interest to you based on your ma-
jor, school size, etc. Find out if any of 

these colleges are visiting THS or the Orange County 
area and sign up to attend!    

Senior Workshops: Counselors will be presenting in 
English classes starting September 16th to October 3rd 
to discuss important Senior tasks. Every Senior will sit 
down to meet with his/her counselor 1:1 after presenta-
tions have been completed to discuss graduation and 
college requirements.  

College Visits: Did you know that we have over 30 visits 
scheduled already? We encourage students to sign up 
for these invaluable visits to get more information 
about colleges AND ask questions. We encourage stu-
dents to keep an open mind and attend as many of 
these opportunities as possible. 

ACT or SAT:  Still need to take the SAT/ACT? It’s not too 
late! Colleges will typically accept scores from exams 
taken up until December of Senior year. If you are in 
need of a fee waiver, please come to the counseling 
office. Sign up for the SAT or SAT subject exams by 
creating an account and registering online. Sign up for 
the ACT exam by creating an account and registering 
on www.actstudent.org.  

CLASS OF 2020– 
CONTINUED 
You will use these websites 
to register for exams as 
well as report scores to 
your selected colleges. 
Please keep in mind that 
there are deadlines to regis-
ter for exams. If you are in 
need of fee waivers, see 
your counselor. 

ACT Dates 

8/14/19 2/8/20 

10/26/19 4/4/20 

12/14/19 6/13/20 

SAT Dates 12/2/19 

8/24/19 3/14/20 

10/5/19 5/2/20 

11/2/19 6/6/20 

CLASS OF 2020, 2021, 2022
AP EXAM: AP Exam registration starts on Monday, 
September 1st, 2019.  $105 per exam.  If you qualify for 
financial assistance at Tustin High School, please indi-
cate when asked in the registration form and Admin 
may approve your request for a discounted price. 

ROP: Are you interested in taking ROP courses? Drop in 
to the library to see Ms. Riggs, our Career Specialist! 
She can guide you on course offerings such as medical 
terminology, culinary arts, etc. There are currently 
spots available– come sign up! 

CLASS OF 2023
Naviance is a comprehensive K-12 college and career 
readiness platform that enables self-discovery, career 
exploration, academic planning, and college prepara-
tion for millions of students across all ages and around 
the globe. To register for Naviance: Click HERE to create 
an account and begin exploring!  

SAVE THE DATE: Back-to-School Night: Sep. 4, 2019 

Please join us for dinner and live Tiller entertainment 
starting at 4:30 p.m. in the Plaza. At 5:00 p.m., Freshman 
parents are invited to have coffee with the Counselors in 
the Library. Then, starting at 6:00pm, parents will be 
attending their students’ classes.  

Coffee with the Counselors (in the library) 

English form 5:00pm-5:30pm 
Spanish from 5:30pm-6:00pm 

ALL CLASSES
Schedule Changes: You may have experienced sched-
ule changes this week and they could be for any of the 
following reasons: 

• an error was found on the schedule and it was 
corrected 

• balancing class sizes

• levelling change
We appreciate your cooperation and patience as staff 
and counselors work tirelessly to ensure that all stu-
dents are appropriately placed in classes. 
College & Career Readiness (CCR): The CCR Academy 
time is dedicated to College and Career Readiness for 
all Tillers. Once a month, during tutorial period, stu-
dents will have the opportunity to explore their post-
secondary education and/or training that leads to gain-
ful employment. Your first CCR Academy will be on 
Tuesday, August 27th.  
Course Change Request Form: 
Class changes will not be made for the following rea-
sons: 

• Last day to request to level down is Friday, Sep-
tember 6 

• Student does not “like” the teacher or prefers 
another teacher. 

• Student changes mind or does not want the class.

• The change is educationally inappropriate (e.g.: 
moving to a lower level after passing higher level).

• “My new job has different hours than before”, etc. 
Challenge Cards: A challenge card is used when a stu-
dent wishes to take a more rigorous course above and 
beyond what they are recommended for by the teach-
er. Students who submit a challenge card and are 
granted the request must stay in the course for the 
entire semester, regardless of performance in the 
class. Challenge cards are available in the Counseling 
Office.  
Counselors will do their best to respond to requests in a 
timely fashion so please be patient as we work through 

the requests. 

Thank you in advance for your cooperation! 

UPCOMING COLLEGE VISITS 

HOW DO I SIGN UP FOR A COLLEGE VISIT? 
Log in and click “sign up”. It’s that simple! 

What college should I go to?  
Narrow down your college search HERE. 

The latest versions of "Presenting Yourself on the UC Application" for 
both freshman and transfer applicants are also available. These will pro-
vide you and your students with guidance on how applicants can max-
imize opportunities to represent themselves on the application. Stu-
dents can access the freshman presentation HERE. 

Soka University of America Mon, Sept 9th  1:08 PM 

Paul Mitchell, The School Costa Mesa Tue, Sept 10th  1:13 PM 

Santiago Canyon College Wed, Sept 11th 1:21 PM 

The University of Iowa Tue, Sept 17th 1:13 PM 

University of La Verne Tue, Sept 19th 1:13 PM 

Santa Ana College Mon, Sept 23rd 1:08 PM 

University of Oregon Wed, Sept 25th 1:21 PM 

Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University-Prescott Thu, Sept 26th 10:50 AM 

*Sign up for ALL upcoming visits on Naviance
TUSTIN HIGH SCHOOL 
Home of the Tillers 
 1171 El Camino Real, Tustin, CA 92780 
(714) 730-7414 

FOR MORE INFORMATION AND RESOURCES, VISIT: 
NAVIANCE | THS COUNSELING CENTER 

THS CAREER CENTER | THS COLLEGE PLANNING 
FINANCIAL AID & SCHOLARSHIPS 

https://succeed.naviance.com/collegesmain/collegesearch/collegesearch.php
http://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/how-to-apply/files/presenting-yourself-uc-application-freshman.pdf?mc_cid=c4caa42596&mc_eid=65b2f885bd.
http://www.tustin.k12.ca.us/tustin-high
https://connection.naviance.com/family-connection/auth/login/?hsid=tustinhs
https://tustink12caus.finalsite.com/tustin-high/academics/counseling/the-counseling-center
https://tustink12caus.finalsite.com/tustin-high/academics/counseling/rop-college-and-career-center
https://tustink12caus.finalsite.com/tustin-high/academics/counseling/college-planning
https://tustink12caus.finalsite.com/tustin-high/academics/counseling/financial-aid-scholarships
https://student.collegeboard.org
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