
 

 

THE TILLER NEWS 
T-TOWN’S WEEKLY NEWSLETTER, PRODUCED BY STAFF AND STUDENTS 

S tudents at Tustin High School have been taking part in immersive learning experiences known as Breakout EDU. 

Breakout EDU are “games” that can be used as a review of content, for team building, for strengthening class-

room relationships, and for developing collaboration skills. For example, teams of students studying The Great Gatsby 

in junior English needed to show their understanding of the plot and themes of the novel in order to “unlock” the 

clues, open the box, and win tickets to Gatsby’s party. AVID students developed their social and emotional learning 

skills (SEL) by experiencing a growth mindset challenge by working together to better understand a “growth mind-

set”. Students involved in Breakout EDU have fun while learning, reviewing and working together.  
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BRIEF HAPPENINGS 

“CINDERELLA”: THE MUSICAL 

The Tustin High Performing Arts department 

presents Cinderella! Join us April 18th to 20th 

at 7:30 pm outside on the plaza stage for the 

outstanding musical performance. You won't 

want to miss this amazing event! 

 TILLERS EXPLORE ECO-FRIENDLY AGRICULTURE 
By Carol Mackessy, on behalf of the Science Department 

F or six weeks, AP Environmental Science classes diligently tended their “crops” 

while monitoring the status of the aquatic habitat in their Eco-Columns. Con-

structed of stacked 2-liter bottles, the eco-columns modeled agricultural, decom-

position, and aquatic environments. Students hypothesized how to grow crops in 

the chamber above without the runoff killing their fish. Next they must explain the 

outcomes using the data they collected from soil and water testing. Maria Shultz 

said, “I learned how everything was connected in the eco-column, and how one 

thing affects everything else.”  
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FOR NEWS FROM OUR STUDENTS’S PERSPECTIVE, VISIT ITHSMEDIA.EDUBLOG.ORG, 
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CLICK FOR INFORMATION REGARDING STUDENT FEES/CUOTAS AL ESTUDIANTE  

FEATURED ARTICLES 

CAN YOU BREAKOUT (EDU STYLE)?  

By Roland Jones, #tillervation Program Coach 

TILLERS OF THE 4TH QUARTER 

This quarter’s top Tillers were recognized for 

showing Respect, Effort, and Determination 

(GO BIG RED). They were celebrated with a 

PTO-sponsored luncheon with their nominat-

ing teacher and a few raffle prizes! 

AWARD SEASON 

Next Tuesday’s department award luncheons 

mark the beginning of our award season! The 

Tillers are poised for celebrating all of their 

hard work. Make sure you are following our 

social media accounts to stay up to date! 

T HS ASB ran the Annual International Food Fair on Thursday, April 12th, in the Student Plaza.  Fifteen 

clubs and organizations prepared a variety of food items to help raise funds for their individual organiza-

tions.  Food and drinks from various cultures were offered.  Tickets were 50 cents each, and were sold during 

the week as well as during the fair.  Students shared in the fair cuisine along with laughter and friends.  There 

are two Food Fairs held annually here at THS– one in the Fall and the second in the Spring.  Of the 2 food 

fairs, only one is followed up by an assembly– the International Food Fair. Make sure your organization signs 

up to be a part of this fun filled event for years to come.  It’s always a finger lickin’ adventure!  

INTERNATIONAL FOOD FAIR IS SERVED! 
By David Peay, Activities Director 

6 opportunities to win tickets to Gatsby’s party! 

 

T aylor Kelly is this week’s Lady Tiller Athlete of the 

Week. As the starting pitcher for the Girls’ Varsity 

Softball team, this sophomore has learned to keep her 

composure in very stressful innings. This week, the Tillers 

opened Empire League competition by hosting Cypress. 

Although the Centurians were victorious, Taylor dis-

played incredible leadership on the mound. Earlier this 

season, she helped the Tillers take home a trophy from 

the Costa Mesa Tournament. In addition to being a two-

sport athlete, Taylor is an honors student and involved in 

Tustin’s MUN Program. Based off these many accomplish-

ments, it is safe to assume that there is no inning in life 

that Taylor will not be able to face, one pitch at a time.  

By Melissa Trout, Girls’ Athletics Director 

O ur Tiller Boys Athlete of the Week is varsity 

baseball player Michael Toledo.  Mike, a jun-

ior, has played consistently well for the Tillers so far 

this season, highlighted by being selected to the All-

Tournament team during the Lions Club tourna-

ment.  Mike has also been impressive in the class-

room this year, posting a 3.83 GPA in the last grad-

ing period. Mike and his Tiller teammates begin their 

quest for an Empire League championship this week 

with games against Cypress High School on 

Wednesday and Friday.  Congratulations on your 

success so far this season, and GO TILLERS! 

By Tom Giebe, Boys’ Athletics Director 

ATHLETES OF THE WEEK! 

Michael Toledo 

Taylor Kelly 

2018  

International 

Fair 

“We may encounter many 

defeats but we must not 

be defeated. 

- Maya Angelou 
Kendyll, Abdul, Elise, Breanna and Clea are 

celebrating the one month “birthday” of their 

fish surviving the experiment.  

https://www.instagram.com/tustintillers/
https://www.facebook.com/TustinHighSchool/
https://twitter.com/TustinHS
http://www.tustin.k12.ca.us/tustin-high
http://ithsmedia.edublogs.org/
https://tustink12caus.finalsite.com/schools/student-fees
https://twitter.com/TustinAthletics


 

 

THE COUNSELORS’ CHAT 
A WEEKLY NEWSLETTER ABOUT CURRENT HAPPENINGS IN COUNSELING, PRODUCED BY THS COUNSELORS 

THIS WEEK’S UP-DATES 

 TPSF SUMMER INTERNSHIP OPPORTUNITY 
Apply now! - Internships run from June 18– July 12th 

T he Tustin Public Schools Foundation (TPSF) is seeking interns for sum-

mer of 2018 for general camp management or teacher aide positions. This is an unpaid internship for 2-4 weeks.  Click HERE to apply! 

Interviews will take place in March and April.  
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Home of the Tillers 
1171 El Camino Real, Tustin, CA 92780 
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FOR MORE INFORMATION AND RESOURCES, VISIT: 
NAVIANCE | THS COUNSELING DEPARTMENT 

THS CAREER CENTER | THS COLLEGE PLANNING 
FINANCIAL AID & SCHOLARSHIPS 

CLASS OF 2018 
College Tip of the Week: Don’t have a plan yet and 
haven’t applied anywhere? Consider applying to a 
community college. It’s a great option if you want 
to transfer to a 4 year college or want to learn a 
trade. But make sure to take the time to complete 
the application process this month because many of 
the deadlines for freshman priority programs are in 
April. Not sure where to start? Please see your coun-
selor ASAP. We want all of our Tillers to have a con-
crete plan after high school.  

CAST: All seniors will be participating in the 
statewide CAST exam on 4/24. Students will need to 
bring a fully charged laptop and earphones on this 
day. We will be on a special bell schedule.  

Tutorials: 3rd quarter progress reports are in. quar-

ter progress reports are in. Counselors will be as-
signing tutorials based off of the progress reports. 
Tutorials are mandatory until the end of the quar-
ter. New tutorials began on 4/12/18. If there are er-
rors, or you have questions about your tutorial, 
please see your counselor.  

Applied to community college? Here are some im-
portant dates to know regarding placement exams 
scheduled at THS and college “senior day” field-
trips. If you have questions, please see Mrs. Sam in 
the Counseling Department!  

College Decision Day: Don’t forget that May 1st is 
National College Decision Day. Counselors are pre-
paring a special event to celebrate our Tillers that 
day! If you still haven’t done #accepted, don’t for-
get to come in and talk to your counselor!  

CLASS OF 2020 
Registration: Counselors met with students 1:1 
on Thursday and Friday to discuss and help stu-
dents with course selection for the 18-19 school 
year. Students who were absent will be called 
in to meet with their counselor in the following 
weeks. 

Tutorials: 3rd quarter progress reports are in. 
Counselors will be assigning tutorials based off 
of the progress reports. Tutorials are mandato-
ry until the end of the quarter. New tutorials 
began on 4/12/18. If there are errors, or you 
have questions about your tutorial, please see 
your counselor.  

Welcome to the 2nd semester of 
the 2017-18 school year!  

We’re fast approaching the last quarter of the 2017-2018 

school year. Counselors will continue to be an integral 

part of your students’ support at school. The purpose of 

this newsletter is to inform you of events, deadlines, 

tips, and information that support students’ college and 

career readiness. Don’t know who your counselor is? 

Please see the directory below:  

UPCOMING COLLEGE VISITS 

A– CORONA AMY BLEDSOE ABLEDSOE@TUSTIN.K12.CA.US 

CORONEL—HERMANSON CORINNE PYSHER CPYSHER@TUSTIN.K12.CA.US 

HERNANDEZ— MORA JUDY PARK JPARK@TUSTIN.K12.CA.US 

MORALES—ROM ASHLEY HAGSTROM AHAGSTROM@TUSTIN.K12.CA.US 

ROS—Z ERIN SWANSON ESWANSON@TUSTIN.K12.CA.US 

SCHOLARSHIPS:  
Check out the THS Counseling page  

and the Financial Aid page for  

scholarship opportunities! 

CLASS OF 2021 
Registration: Wondering when you will select 
your courses for next year? Counselors will be 
providing presentations to all Freshmen 
through their Biology classes next week. All 
students will have met with their counselor to 
discuss course selections 1:1 by the end of 
April. 

Tutorials: 3rd quarter progress reports are in. 
Counselors will be assigning tutorials based off 
of the progress reports. Tutorials are mandato-
ry until the end of the quarter. New tutorials 
began on 4/12/18. If there are errors, or you 
have questions about your tutorial, please see 
your counselor.  

Illinois Wesleyan University Wed, April 25th 1 PM Plaza 

Santa Ana College Wed, May 2nd 1 PM Library 

U.S. Army Wed, May 2nd 1 PM Plaza 

Irvine Valley College Thu, May 3rd 1:10 PM Plaza 

*Sign up for ALL upcoming visits on Naviance 
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CLASS OF 2022 
Registration: Registration has been com-
pleted at all the middle schools. If your 
student has not submitted a form for 
course selection because you are still 
waiting on transfer approvals, please con-
tact the counseling office when you re-
ceive confirmation of your transfer ap-
proval. Thank you for your patience as we 
work to ensure that all students are pro-
vided an excellent academic schedule for 
the 18-19 school year!  

Did you miss the 8th grade Parent Night? 
Please click HERE to view answers to 
some frequently asked questions.  

College When Time Room Schedule 

SCC/SAC Placement (RSP) 4/19 9 - 12 PM Library Regular 

ASVAB Interpretations 4/26 7:45 - 9 AM Cafeteria Regular 

College When Time 

SCC Tour/Registration Day* 5/4 8 - 12 PM 

Community  
College  

Placement 
Tests 

Community College Field Trip 
*Meet with Mrs. Sam in Counseling 

Paul Mitchell, The School—Costa Mesa Tue, April 17th  1:10 PM Plaza 

Westcliff University Tue, April 17th  1:10 PM Plaza 

Central Washington University Mon, April 23rd 1 PM Plaza 

Stonehill College Mon, April 23rd 1 PM Plaza 

CLASS OF 2019 
CAASPP: Juniors will be taking the statewide 
CAASPP test on 4/24-4/25 and on 5/1-5/2. This 
exam does not impact high school graduation. 
However, CSU and Community college systems 
do look at the results to help determine college 
level course placements as one important 
measures out of multiple measures. Students 
will need to bring their laptops fully charged on 
those days as the exam is digital. We will be on 
a special bell schedule on those days. More 
information will follow shortly.   

Tutorials: 3rd quarter progress reports are in. 
Counselors will be assigning tutorials based off 
of the progress reports. Tutorials are mandato-
ry until the end of the quarter. New tutorials 
began on 4/12/18. If there are errors, or you 
have questions about your tutorial, please see 
your counselor.  

http://www.tpsf.net/tsa-intern-form
http://www.tustin.k12.ca.us/tustin-high
https://connection.naviance.com/family-connection/auth/login/?hsid=tustinhs
http://www.tustin.k12.ca.us/tustin-high/academics/counseling
http://www.tustin.k12.ca.us/tustin-high/academics/counseling/college-and-career-center
http://www.tustin.k12.ca.us/tustin-high/academics/counseling/college-planning
http://www.tustin.k12.ca.us/tustin-high/academics/counseling/financial-aid
https://www.tustin.k12.ca.us/tustin-high/academics/counseling
https://www.tustin.k12.ca.us/tustin-high/academics/counseling/financial-aid
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1bjLKl4MZiPmRaarXPI3QYfQOkdOvBNkY7oYvLyWc_y8/edit?usp=sharing

