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CREATING MELODY AND RHYTHM 
By Junior, Eileen Obregon, Pitchfork Staff Writer, on behalf of the Visual and Performing Arts Department  

O ne of Tustin High School’s finest Visual and Performing Arts is Music Tech. In Room 

134, students have a work space to work collaboratively and compose original music. 

They learn how to use the GarageBand app and instruments, whether it be one key, or a 

whole melody of keys, to develop skills that they can use for the rest of their lives. Students 

improve on their technology skills as well as their understanding and appreciation of music 

and the way it’s formed. The music expert, and some may say the “technology expert,” Mr. 

Roland Jones, is the Music Tech teacher. He guides his students into better understanding 

music in general and how to correctly organize its composition. Mr. Jones briefly explains, 

“For students who don’t know-- Music Tech-- it is the opportunity for students to make the 

music they like, while learning how to use music software. They learn how to structure 

songs, what a hook is, how to create a catchy song, how to start using a musical keyboard to program it for rhythm and melody. Over-

all they get about three weeks to compose a song then [we] listen to it, debrief it, and move on-- each time making the music we want 

while learning some new technical skills.” Music Tech allows students to produce catchy, original music that they can call their own. 

iTHSmedia ON SCENE AT THE LOST BEAN 
By Kim G. Robinson, Journalism Advisor, on behalf of the iTHSmedia Program  

i THSmedia launches its third year as a pseudo company marrying Pitchfork TV and The Pitchfork on

-line magazine. This year heralds the new student leadership position, General Manager of iTHSme-

dia. Emily Crowl, Co-Editor-In-Chief of The Pitchfork, embraces this lofty position because, “I’m able to 

do what I love and work with people, which in turn helps develop business skills that I know I’ll need in 

the future.” Her first managed project is currently underway. On the evening of Monday, October 3rd, 

student Pitchfork TV filmmakers Angel Chavarria and Victoria Chagolla filmed Junior Kristina Ching 

(pictured) at an open mic performance at The Lost Bean in Tustin where she delivered her original piece 

titled “Little Yellow Girl.” Kristina’s passion for spoken word brought the team together in the first ever 

story collaboration after she performed her piece in Journalism. That performance generated the idea to 

film Kristina at The Lost Bean. iTHSmedia students synthesized their knowledge and prowess by film-

ing, editing and writing an official news package. This package airs Friday, October 21, 2016.   

By Melissa Trout, Girls’ Athletic Director  

C ross-country runner, Katherine 

Carrillo, is a sophomore with 

awesome performances during her 

races for the past two weeks. Coming 

off a slight injury, she was the Girls’ 

Frosh/Soph leader for both the Empire 

League Challenge and the OC Cham-

pionships. Although she ran in the 

Frosh/Soph race at Empire League 

Challenge, her time of 23 minutes, 47 

seconds was fast enough to place her 

as the number 5 girl on the varsity 

team for the day. At OC Championships she ran with the varsity 

team as the third scorer with a time of 23 minutes 29 seconds, 

improving her personal best time for the third week in a row.  

By Tom Giebe, Boys’ Athletic Director  

O ur Boys’ Athlete of the Week is 

Senior Football player Greg 

Kimble. Greg, a returning All-

League player for the Tillers, has 

had a tremendous season on both 

sides of the ball, starting on offense 

and defense in every game. During 

our Homecoming game against 

Pacifica, Greg played great on de-

fense and caught a two point conver-

sion on offense to give the Tillers the 

lead for good in a 28-21 victory. 

Greg and the Tillers face a tough Kennedy team this week with 

the League Championship on the line this Thursday night during 

our annual Pink Game for breast cancer awareness.  

ATHLETES OF THE WEEK, KATHERINE CARRILLO AND GREG KIMBLE 

HOMECOMING 2016 WAS A BLAST 
By David Peay, THS Activities Director  

T he Tustin High ASB ran one of the most incredible and successful Homecomings with over 

400 students attending the Blast from the Past Dance! During Spirit Week, students ex-

pressed their school spirit by participating in the daily dress-up. Awards were given to students 

with the most creative spirit/costume. The Homecoming Assembly presented a Flash Mob from 

each class that was followed by the THS Staff doing the Hand Jive, and Omar Meza was crowned 

the 2016 Homecoming King. The Homecoming Court was presented at the football game half 

time ceremonies, where Lillian Ballestero was crowned the Queen, and Linda McNeil was cho-

sen as the Honor Attendant. Immediately following the WINNING game against Pacifica, the stu-

dents enjoyed a dance in the THS Plaza.  The evening was full of excitement and celebration!  
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W elcome to the 2016-2017 school year! It’s a big year with changes in the FAFSA filing period using 

prior-prior year, University of California personal insight questions, and an addition of a new 

application platform for some private universities. The Tustin Counselor Team will help your students 

navigate through this school year and get informed about college/ career pathways. If you are not sure who 

your counselor is, please refer to our website. The purpose of this newsletter is to provide current 

communication regarding resources, initiatives, events, and workshops available for all Tillers. 

COUNSELORS’ CHAT 
(Current Happenings At Tustin) 

 
A weekly newsletter brought to you by your THS Counselors. 

Student Survey Q&A: All students were asked to complete a questionnaire at the end of CCR last week. 

We will aim to address these questions through the CHAT. The most frequently asked questions were 

regarding financial aid. The FAFSA, Free Application for Federal Student Aid, is the main vehicle to apply for 

financial aid. By submitting the FAFSA, individual colleges will determine if you are eligible for other grants 

(free money), scholarships (free money), and loans (money you pay back) specific to their institutions. This is 

also the main way to receive grant money from the government. Please keep in mind that this application is 

FREE. If you are asked to pay to submit the application, it is NOT the correct website. Please visit https://

studentaid.ed.gov/sa/about for more information. 

Assigned Tutorials: Tutorials were assigned based on progress reports. If students received a “D” or “F” 

grade, students were assigned a tutorial for that class. This is an important step to get back on track for 

success. Tutorial assignments will not be changed until quarter grades come out. If you have any questions, 

please contact your counselor. 

UC College Application Workshop: If you missed the workshop that was held this week on October 17th, 

please click here for the presentation. 

Preparing for the FAFSA: Do you need help applying for your FSA ID or FAFSA? Come out to the library 

during Tutorial on Tuesdays and Thursdays starting October 11th! The FSA ID is your digital signature 

to file your Free Application for Federal Student Aid. You must have your FSA ID in order to successfully 

submit the FAFSA. Financial Aid Counselors will be present to provide you support as well as your 

counselors. Please come prepared with your laptop and social security number/green card number. 

California Scholarship Federation (CSF): The application window for CSF is open from October 17th 

through October 28th! You can get an application in the counseling office or on the THS website here. Don’t 

forget to pay at the student store and attach a copy of your transcript with the application. Submit to Mrs. 

Hagstrom in the counseling office by October 28th.  

College Visits: Admissions representatives want to talk to Tillers regarding prospective admissions at their 

universities. This is a great way to ask questions and get to know the campus as well as introduce yourself to 

a potential decision maker. Please don’t miss these opportunities! Sign up on Naviance. The list of colleges 

visiting will be updated as soon as appointments are made. If you need help signing up, go see your 

counselor! 

#applied: As of today, 30% of the Senior class have submitted applications to post-secondary institutions. 

Counselors will be tracking this information through Naviance. Add your colleges on to your Naviance 

dashboards once you have submitted applications. Need information on how? Click here for a quick tutorial! 

SENIORS - CLASS OF 2017 
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COUNSELORS’ CHAT (Continued on Page 3) 

COLLEGE VISITS - OPEN TO ALL GRADE LEVELS 
Students should sign up on Naviance  if they plan on attending any of these visits, and also 

to view our entire calendar of ALL college visitations scheduled for this school year. 

COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY REPRESENTATIVE DATE TIME 

Drexel University Ann Matsuda Mon 10/24 1PM 

Evergreen State College Sara Fiksdal Tue 10/25 1:10PM 

UC Santa Barbara Mason Hill Fri 10/28 1PM 

TUSD ANNOUNCES EARLY START FOR 2017-2018 SCHOOL YEAR 
Tillers, be sure to make next summer's vacation plans accordingly, as TUSD announces an EARLY START for the 2017-2018 school year! 
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THS College Planning 

Financial Aid and Scholarships 

Assigned Tutorials: Tutorials were assigned based on progress reports. If students received a “D” or “F” 

grade, students were assigned a tutorial for that class. This is an important step to get back on track for 

success. Tutorial assignments will not be changed until quarter grades come out. If you have any questions, 

please contact your counselor. 

California Scholarship Federation (CSF): The application window for CSF is open from October 17th 

through October 28th! You can get an application in the counseling office or on the THS website here. Don’t 

forget to pay at the student store and attach a copy of your transcript with the application. Submit to Mrs. 

Hagstrom in the counseling office by October 28th.  

October 26th Parent Workshop: Please save the date! Freshman/Sophomore counselors will be hosting a 

parent workshop discussing how to support your student as they navigate the first few years of high school. 

The event will take place at 6 p.m. More information to follow shortly! 

College Visits: Admissions representatives want to talk to Tillers regarding prospective admissions at their 

universities. This is a great way to ask questions and get to know the campus as well as introduce yourself 

to a potential decision maker. Please don’t miss these opportunities! Sign up on Naviance. The list of 

colleges visiting will be updated as soon as appointments are made. If you need help signing up, go see 

your counselor! It’s an important step...so start early! 

SOPHOMORES - CLASS OF 2019 

Assigned Tutorials: Tutorials were assigned based on progress reports. If students received a “D” or “F” 

grade, students were assigned a tutorial for that class. This is an important step to get back on track for 

success. Tutorial assignments will not be changed until quarter grades come out. If you have any questions, 

please contact your counselor. 

October 26th Parent Workshop: Please save the date! Freshman/Sophomore counselors will be hosting a 

parent workshop discussing how to support your student as they navigate the first few years of high school. 

The event will take place at 6 p.m. More information to follow shortly! 

College Visits: Admissions representatives want to talk to Tillers regarding prospective admissions at their 

universities. This is a great way to ask questions and get to know the campus as well as introduce yourself to 

a potential decision maker. Please don’t miss these opportunities! Sign up on Naviance. The list of colleges 

visiting will be updated as soon as appointments are made. If you need help signing up, go see your 

counselor! It’s an important step...so start early! 

 

FRESHMEN - CLASS OF 2020 

Assigned Tutorials: Tutorials were assigned based on progress reports. If students received a “D” or “F” 

grade, students were assigned a tutorial for that class. This is an important step to get back on track for 

success. Tutorial assignments will not be changed until quarter grades come out. If you have any questions, 

please contact your counselor. 

California Scholarship Federation (CSF): The application window for CSF is open from October 17th 

through October 28th! You can get an application in the counseling office or on the THS website here. Don’t 

forget to pay at the student store and attach a copy of your transcript with the application. Submit to Mrs. 

Hagstrom in the counseling office by October 28th.  

College Visits: Admissions representatives want to talk to Tillers regarding prospective admissions at their 

universities. This is a great way to ask questions and get to know the campus as well as introduce yourself to 

a potential decision maker. Please don’t miss these opportunities! Sign up on Naviance. The list of colleges 

visiting will be updated as soon as appointments are made. If you need help signing up, go see your 

counselor! 

JUNIORS - CLASS OF 2018 
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