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JOURNALISM STUDENTS COLLABORATE TO CREATE A CHILDREN’S BOOK 
By iTHSMedia 

J ournalism class offers students a chance to explore creative passions that are unavaila-
ble in other art classes, such as writing - both standard journalistic stories and creative 

fiction, poetry, broadcasting, script writing, photo journalism, and children’s books. Last 
year, Junior, Zachary Apperson, completed his first children’s book, The Leftovers. The 
book went through several revisions as editors rallied around Zachary to refine and perfect 
the prose. It took a year for the ideal artist to evolve. When Zachary saw, Junior, Golda Ful-
mer’s bright and lively rendering of his character Benny the Blueberry, he knew he had the 
right artist. Golda is drawing Zachary’s story at a frantic pace in an attempt to finish by Sep-
tember 2017; while freshman, Michael Rodillo, learned to use the program, In Design, and 
set the prose to be followed by the illustrations. The book will be published thanks to a grant 
provided by the Tustin Public Schools Foundation. 

THE TILLER CLASS OF 2017 GRADUATES! 

W ith the school year wrapping up comes end-of-high-school celebrations for the Class of 2017. On June 10th, the 
soon-to-be alumni had the opportunity to reflect on their high school experiences at the annual Senior Reflections. 

Students prepared moving speeches and emotional performances that summed up the growth the graduating class has 
made in the past four years- and how much they still have to go. As Arsal Bokhari, graduating Senior, put it, “I’ve be-
come smarter, but I am humbled by how much I still have left to learn.” This is the case for so many of our Tillers. 
Growth has been the theme of their high school “Glow-ups”.  The event wrapped up with a Reflections Video, beauti-
fully produced by Senior, Hannah Francisco. And the celebrations didn’t stop there! On June 12th, THS held its final as-
sembly of the year: “Hello-Goodbye” to honor the senior class, the end of the school year, and our incredible Tiller 
Teachers. Notwithstanding a few tears, “Hello-Goodbye” was all it promised and more. Our soon-to-be alumni had the 

opportunity to show their appreciation for their teachers in the traditional rose ceremony where students 
give roses to their teachers as they exit the Sports Pavilion. Even with all of this, by far the most anticipat-
ed event remained- Commencement! On the evening of June 14, 2017, Tustin High School officially grad-
uated the 95th class of Tillers into the world! In case you missed it, the Orange County Register made 
sure to document it! Class of 2017, you will be missed but remember, Once A Tiller, Always A Tiller!  

GEARING UP FOR NEXT YEAR  
By Jennifer Wong, on behalf of the Science Department 

T his year, the Tustin High Robotics Club participated in the VEX Robotics Competition Game, “Starstruck.” Over the 
course of the year, Tiller students spent hours during lunch and after school, designing, building, and programming 

two robots to compete against other schools in Tustin Unified. Despite the challenges of skill and time, our Tillers com-
pleted their goals while building relationships with their team members and members of the community. Unlike the cut-
throat nature of many other competitions, our TUSD Robotics competition values collaboration and respect over win-
ning. With this, we’ve built a robotics community grounded in beliefs of sharing and growing amongst equal peers. As 
this year comes to a close, our students begin preparing for next year’s competition, “In the Zone.” Our 2017-2018 Club 
President, Angelica Pelcastre, will begin preparation for next year’s design and build at TUSD Summer Academy. 
There, Angelica will work with peers to learn about the game and strategize game play before bringing her knowledge 
and skills to our team members. We are looking forward to starting up the club during the first week of school, giving us 
a head start toward our first competition in December. Come see Ms. Wong if you’re interested! 

IN MEMORY OF IAN WILLIAMSON - #ONCEATILLERALWAYSATILLER 

O n May 22, beloved THS science teacher and alumnus, Ian Williamson, passed away. This past Saturday evening, 
June 10th, family, friends, colleagues, students and TUSD com-

munity members came together at THS in celebration of his memory. 
Fittingly, the celebration included Mr. Williamson’s favorite things – 
from light sabers to the Denver Broncos to ice cream sundaes. In his 
memory, the Tustin Public Schools Foundation has established “The 
I Will Fund” for student scholarships and STEM teacher training. 
Take a moment to remember Mr. Williamson’s passion for STEM and 
our students in his own words through a TUSD Connected Minute. 
#onceatilleralwaysatiller  



This is the last issue for the 2016-2017 school year! What a year it has been and we are proud of all of our Tillers and 
their accomplishments. We thank you for engaging with the THS counseling department this year through the CHAT 
and look forward to serving you in the 2017-2018 school year. First day of school is August 22nd!  Have a great 
summer! 

COUNSELORS’ CHAT 
(Current Happenings At Tustin) 

 
A weekly newsletter brought to you by your THS Counselors. 

SENIORS - CLASS OF 2017 

TILLER NEWS JUNE 16, 2017 PAGE 2 of 2 

TUSD ANNOUNCES EARLY START FOR 2017-2018 SCHOOL YEAR 
Tillers, be sure to make next summer's vacation plans accordingly, as TUSD announces an EARLY START for the 2017-2018 school year! 

Something Good: The class of 2017 has made some great growths! For the rest of the year, we will share an area of growth related 
to college/career readiness. This week’s “something good” is… that admissions to post secondary institutions increased by 2%. 
This is incredible considering that our total number of applications also increased. It’s indicative of the fact that MORE Tillers will be 
represented at more colleges! We celebrate these achievements and fully expect Tillers to continue this tradition of excellence. Go 
Tillers!  

Final Transcripts: Final, official transcripts are typically required by all colleges. Please order your final transcripts using parchment 
or by submitting the transcript request form to Mrs. Garcia in the front office. You can find the link to the THS parchment here. Hurry 
in to complete this very important step!  

JUNIORS - CLASS OF 2018  

For more information and  

resources, please visit: 

Naviance; THS Career Center 

THS College Planning 

Financial Aid and Scholarships 
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AP Summer Assignments: AP assignments will be posted on the new THS website at the end of June. There are a limited number 
of printed copies available in the front office.  

Summer Workshops: Are you interested in getting more information about the college application process? Do you have questions 
regarding FAFSA, community college, trade, or military? Need some training on Naviance? Mrs. Sam, our ROP counselor, is 
partnering with the THS counseling department to provide 1:1 meetings and workshops for current Juniors during the summer. She 
will send an invitation via students’ mytusd emails. So check your emails and sign up to be prepared to enter your Senior year with a 
few more tools under your belt!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summer School: If students missed the May 12th deadline to submit summer school applications to their counselors, they must now 
take the completed application to Foothill High School on the first day of summer school to see if there are any open spots available. 
The first day of summer school is June 20th. 

ROP: Interested in becoming a Certified Nurse Assistant (CNA)? Or want to know more about working with animals or becoming a 
chef? You only have a two weeks left to enroll in an ROP class for Summer or Fall 2017! In order to apply and register, please see 
Mrs. Sam in the College and Career Center located in the library.  

SOPHOMORES - CLASS OF 2019 and FRESHMEN - CLASS OF 2020 

AP Summer Assignments: AP assignments will be posted on the new THS website at the end of June. There are a limited number 
of printed copies available in the front office.  

Summer School: If students missed the May 12th deadline to submit summer school applications to their counselors, they must now 
take the completed application to Foothill High School on the first day of summer school to see if there are any open spots available. 
The first day of summer school is June 20th. 

Registration: If students were unable to submit the completed course selection form with appropriate signatures to their teachers, 
they must submit it directly to Mr. Darius in the counseling office. Parent signature is required. This is an important step to building 
schedules for next year so please confirm with your student that they successfully submitted the form. 

ROP: Interested in becoming a Certified Nurse Assistant (CNA)? Or want to know more about working with animals or becoming a 
chef? You only have a two weeks left to enroll in an ROP class for Summer or Fall 2017! In order to apply and register, please see 
Mrs. Sam in the College and Career Center located in the library.  


