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In the course of a week, inspirational, invigorating, or even touching moments 
inevitably arise. Sometimes that takes on the form of a high profile event when a 
student, parent, or staff member rises to the occasion. Other times the moments are 
much more subtle and understated. Whatever the form, these “Special Moments” 
seemed to be in abundance this week. 
 
Shortly after writing my last Friday Reflection, I headed off to a Kiwanis Club 
breakfast not too far from school. For those who have never attended one of these 
events, they are quite entertaining. Mostly men, and some women, even older than I, 
sit around and trade barbs as well as speak to some of the good things going on in 
their lives. Their quirky traditions not only inform, but also raise dollars for 
scholarships. I am personally grateful to the Kiwanis Organization because of the 
$6,000 they provided me over four years of college many years ago- it provided 
significant encouragement to a financially challenged young man.  
 
It was fun to come back to one of these meetings, this time honoring one of our 
Tustin High School students for his amazing efforts as a Tiller. Timothy Hong 
introduced himself to me on one of the first days of school and it was obvious that 
this young man was a quality individual. He was articulate, kind, and engaging as he 
spoke to me on our plaza. However, the Kiwanis Club presentation clued me in on 
just how special a young man he really is; Timothy Hong has a stellar GPA, holds 
leadership roles and awards in MUN, and is in his 4th year on the varsity tennis team. 
These are just some of his many accomplishments that make his desire to attend 
Stanford University next fall reasonable.  
 
I attended many meetings this week with parents, teachers, and district leaders, but 
none compared to the “Press Conference” I participated in with the journalism class. 
We started out playing a quick game of “Move Your Butt”. It started with me asking 
students to move from their seat if they did not have a middle name (unaware that 
the fact had to apply to me). Several students scurried and one remained in the 
middle of large circle without a seat (sort of like musical chairs). That student then 
had the role of asking students to move based on a something that was true about 
themselves and might apply to others. It was an interesting game because students 
were incredibly invested. I also learned some things about students from the game 
and by asking questions of students who ended up sitting next to me. I appreciated 
the “soft start” to the real purpose of the class period.  
 
For about 40 minutes students asked me a series questions around why I 
transitioned from a high school in the Midwest to lead Tustin High School.  I sensed 
that this was not only an important time to share a little bit about myself, but more 
importantly about my perception of Tustin High School. I tried to articulate how 
blessed they were to be in such a thriving learning environment that values both 
excellence and individual differences. I thoroughly enjoyed the interaction with 



these young people. I saw leadership, community awareness, and passion for our 
school.  
 
Later that day, I ran into a student from the journalism class as she was waiting for a 
ride home. She shared how much she enjoyed the “Press Conference”. I asked her if 
she would share with me something that surprised her and she reported that my 
high view of Tustin was not expected. She recalled her parents’ angst when she 
decided to attend Tustin. She also described her extremely positive experience here 
over the past three years. She was surprised that I came here in part because of the 
positive reputation and impression I encountered as an outsider.  
 
Later that night I saw some of the same students with their parents during our Back 
to School Night. The food trucks selling dinners before the event was a nice touch, 
but the highlight for me was watching our students perform. Sabrina Thorn, ASB 
President, emceed a short program that included the Jazz Band, Cheerleaders, Dance 
Team, and All-Male Team. Parents and staff that gathered in the plaza were 
obviously impacted by our students’ performances; I too was one of those! It was a 
great kickoff to an important night of parent and teacher connections. Thank you to 
so many parents who carved out time to meet our amazing teachers! 
 
Over the course of two school days, Chemistry teachers met with a professor from 
UCI to figure out how best to teach NGSS (Next Generation Science Standards). 
Teachers planned a lesson focused on rusting metal to explain chemical reactions. 
The approach is rooted in a relevant experience and requires students to think and 
communicate in a much more profound manner than simply manipulating 
equations. As I participated in portions of these days, I was impressed with our 
teachers. I am looking forward to observing the implementation of these lessons.  
 
Rightfully so, we focus a great deal on our high school students, but Wednesday 
afternoon took me back in time for a historic perspective. I had the opportunity to 
meet a group of Tiller alumni from the Tustin High School Class of 1972! Their 
purpose was to repackage and relocate their time capsule, which had been 
unearthed during construction in 2011. Listening to these people share their Tustin 
stories, the impact adults had on them, and the impact they had on one another, 
reminded me of how lasting the high school experience is for our students. The 
pride in our school runs deep and it was great to catch a glimpse of that from these 
passionate alumni. 
 
From my encounter with the class of ’72, I literally ran out to catch a girls’ tennis 
match against Santiago High School. Our girls’ team is young but extremely 
competitive. I appreciated watching them compete with focus. Afterward, Anaka 
Mahesh and I hit the tennis ball back and forth for a few minutes and I enjoyed 
running around the court trying to catch her shots and generally taking in the 
moment with these young ladies. Their work hard often goes unrecognized, so it 
was meaningful to invest time and encourage them. 
 



Speaking of young ladies working in obscurity, I drove out to watch girls’ golf 
yesterday. (There was a water polo match as well, and I told one of the team 
members that I would stay to watch them score their first three goals- that only took 
about 60 seconds!) Because I arrived a little early, I got to watch the girls warm up 
and launch their shots from the first tee. It was really neat to see how they have 
developed as golfers, most of which didn’t pick up a club until high school. Coach 
Chris Miguel has done a great job helping these young ladies growing both in the 
sport and as individuals. I appreciate the sportsmanship and support expressed 
between our Tustin girls and the opposing team. An example of that occurred after 
one of the Bolsa Grande girls hit a shot into some vegetation. Participants and 
coaches from both teams looked intently to find this young lady’s ball. In a fun twist, 
it was a Tustin person who eventually found it to help this young lady from another 
team.  
 
I am grateful for the opportunity to serve in a school where students are valued, 
supported, and held to high expectations. I know that is part of our school culture 
but it also comes from great parents as well. Thank you for your participation in our 
learning community; it is truly a team effort. 
 
Have a great weekend! 
 
Go Tillers! 
 
Dr. Jon Tuin 
Tustin High School Principal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


