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Mr. Hernandez, our T-Tech Academy Director, has an incredible story of growing up in a more 

challenging part of LA to become a successful engineer. An even better part of his story is deciding 

to transition from his lucrative career in engineering to entering the teaching profession. He 

traded an impressive pay check for making an impression on students. Now he teaches students 

to not just dream big, but actively and strategically pursue those dreams. For example, his 

program is responsible for placing five to eight students each year into a prestigious summer 

internship with Boeing, which has turned out to afford students entrance into some pretty 

incredible college opportunities. In short, Mr. Hernandez is a game changer for so many students. 

That is why it was particularly fitting that Megan Colarossi came from Fox News to create a story 

on him that aired this past Thursday morning.  

Along the lines of creating dreams, Tuesday morning was our annual Club Rush. Students from 

about 40 different clubs gathered in the plaza to pitch their clubs to other students, especially 

those new to the Tiller community. It is so inspiring to see the diversity of causes and activities 

for which students share such passion. From cleaning up the environment to taking care of 

animals, students obviously want to make a difference in their world. I am so grateful to be part 

of a school culture that embraces altruistic pursuits, and having fun in the process.  

Related to the dream conversation, Wednesday night was a Parent University event where 

almost 150 parents showed up to learn more about the college application process. One session 

was focused on financial aid and the others presented practical information on the application 

process from a variety of college options. Dreams are so important, but just as important is the 

information needed to accomplish those dreams.   

Fast forward to this weekend: Eight team members from Tustin High School, representing a 

variety of stakeholders, will attend a Challenge Success workshop at Stanford University. There 

is such a tension between expanding options and challenging students to pursue bold dreams 

that it creates unhealthy pressure on students to be perfect. That is why we have embraced social 

emotional learning the past few years. We want to grow dreams, not perfection. Anything 

worthwhile in life is challenging, but it isn’t about perfection. We want students to become the 

best version of themselves. Sometimes that requires challenging students to expand their 

perspective on what is possible. Other times it requires plainly presenting the path and making 

sure they stay on track. Still other times it requires nurturing students to learn to accept 

themselves for who they are and how they were created. Often it means all the above at the 

same time. 

We will go this weekend to learn about more ways we can support and challenge students. It will 

be a fitting end to a week when one of our teachers was honored for doing just that.  

It is great to be a Tiller! 
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