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It is interesting how some weeks take on a particular focus. Loss, sadness, and hope seemed 
to all swirl around in my head as I experienced moments this week. While many students 
were focused on preparing for classes or the big rivalry game tonight, others among us were 
struggling with profound grief. It is easy to get caught up in the daily demands and 
responsibilities without ever contemplating more profound questions like who we are, what 
is our purpose, and do we take for granted those people closest to us. 

Two of our administrators experienced the passing of someone very close to them in less 
than a 24-hour period. For Michelle Everitt, Student Services Assistant Principal, it was her 
father-in-law. For Michele Boudreaux, Activities, Athletics, and Facilities Assistant Principal, 
her father. Both were deeply impacted by their individual experiences. As they told their 
stories, I couldn’t help feeling some of their pain, as well as the love and admiration they 
communicated for their family member. Life is sometimes really difficult, and I was reminded 
of how precious the gift of community really is. I was also reminded that we are not 
guaranteed any time on this earth, and there is no better time than now to connect and 
appreciate those around us.  

Another member of our Tiller family faced some profound challenges this week. Greg Easter, 
one of our Science teachers, found himself in the hospital because of an ongoing health issue. 
I carved out some time to visit him at Hoag Hospital. My wife and I sat down and mostly 
listened; it was so interesting to hear his thoughts as he contemplated his current situation, 
and even longer-term challenges that lie ahead for him. One thing that was clear, the notion 
of a Tiller family was real for him. I only needed to look around his hospital room to see 
expressions of love and affirmation. Whether a baseball jersey, a helmet or a thoughtful 
poster, I could see the love that flowed from our staff and students for Mr. Easter.  

This week was a great reminder that all of us face difficulties and challenges. Whether it is a 
student or a staff member, we often don’t know the burden people carry. May we all learn 
to be more perceptive and sensitive to who might be struggling, and how to be more 
empathetic. Learning to solve an equation, write a more descriptive essay and how to use a 
particular piece of technology are all good, but learning how to connect with others is much 
more significant.  

I know that this was an important week of school with the start of CCR and Tutorial. I also 
know that the Tustin vs Foothill game is upon us. However, as important as all these may be, 
I couldn’t help but think of those aspects of school for which I am most grateful: the 
connections made with various individuals in our Tiller community. It is great to be a Tiller.     

 

Go Tillers! 

 

Dr. Jon Tuin 

Tustin High School Principal 




