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One important aspect of my role here at Tustin High School is visiting classrooms. Most of the 
time, these visits take the form of informal observations that serve a variety of purposes. These 
visits allow me to provide feedback to support our amazing teachers. They also help give me have 
a pulse on how things are going day to day in classrooms. Maybe the most important aspect of 
my visits is making connections with our students and staff. It is often quite inspirational to see 
the level of thinking going on and the depth of collaboration occurring in a given period.  

This week was a little different for me because I was more involved than just as an observer. The 
senior MUN teacher, Mrs. Eleanor Zechiel, invited me to speak to her 0-period class about vision 
and purpose for an organization. I really enjoyed sharing with these seniors how those important 
concepts play out in our Tustin High School community. We had a meaningful time together, and 
it was interesting to hear students share examples of leaders in our school who inspire them to 
a bigger purpose and cause. Mr. Ed Hernandez, Mrs. Joanna Lane, Mr. Chris Miguel, and Mrs. 
Sarah Markley were all named by the students as teachers who have communicated a better 
future and meaningful purpose for working together and growing as individuals. I went into the 
classroom thinking I was going to teach these young people about leadership, and by the time I 
left, I had learned as much as they did. It was a great reminder of how blessed we are to have 
such inspirational teachers and thoughtful students.  

Another opportunity I had to provide instruction to students this week was in two of Mrs. Jennifer 
Murphy’s English classes. To start each year, we share our schoolwide expectations for Tiller 
students. “Be respectful, be engaged, and be determined” is the message I communicated to 
students. I also shared the indicators that suggest students are living up to these expectations. 
For the past year, we have tracked and identified students who have no tardies, no truancies, no 
referrals, and no D’s or F’s. Sometimes students think that it is a rare student who lives up to such 
standards; they are always surprised to hear we have about 500 students per quarter who meet 
the criteria. I encouraged the students that they could do it, and how our goal this year is to grow 
the number who do.  

Yet another opportunity for me to get into classrooms this week and interact happened during a 
tutorial. On Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday of this week, we ran our tutorial schedule which 
allowed us to take students through three of four Digital Citizenship lessons. We communicated 
the importance of using technology responsibly because all our students have such incredible 
access to the latest technology. On Tuesday, one classroom had some challenges with starting 
the lesson, so I came in to help. Technology is great when it works, but sometimes challenging 
when it doesn’t. The whole event proved to be an opportunity to meet some of our freshman 
students and communicate how fortunate they were to be in a district so committed to advancing 
technology and the skills that go with it. I also shared how important it is that they handle that 
technology well. My favorite part of the exchange was meeting students new to our school and 
making some connections. 



While there was so much going on inside classrooms this week, there were some important 
events going on outside the classroom as well. Girls’ volleyball hosted their first home game of 
the season in the pavilion, and they showed why they are going to be a difficult team to beat this 
year. They have a good blend of older and newer players, as well as some obvious team 
chemistry. The team they beat- rather handily I might add- was a team which had beaten us for 
the past several years.   

Another significant event occurred in the Pavilion last night. Our Model United Nations program 
hosted their annual kickoff for parents and students. It was impressive to see all the parents who 
turned out to get the year started. We have a fresh new team of teachers to lead our MUN 
students, and I was excited to see the infusion of energy. This is a signature program for our 
school, and I know that it is in good hands with Mrs. Eleanor Zechiel, Mrs. Andrea-Marie Servin, 
Mr. Max Maldanado, and Ms. Allison Lee.  

Because I write this reflection on Friday morning, I am not able to speak to two other important 
events that will occur today and this evening. This morning, our ASB students will host our 
Welcome Back Assembly, which is a Tiller tradition. Not only will we have a chance to welcome 
everyone back in a large setting, but we will also get to showcase some our talented and 
hardworking students who will perform. I appreciate the opportunity to gather us all together 
and enjoy the moment as a whole school.  

Then tonight, we will host our first football game of the season. I enjoy home games because it 
is an opportunity to gather as a Tiller community. I appreciate seeing the community members, 
parents, teachers, staff, and students who come out to be together on a Friday night to take in a 
football game and enjoy the entertainment provided. From cheerleaders, to dance team 
members, to the marching band and colorguard, football games offer a great deal to watch. What 
is even better is that our football team is going to be particularly competitive this year due to a 
great deal of off-season hard work.  

Looking back on this week, I realize that we packed a great deal in on our first full week of school. 
I wouldn’t want it any other way. It is great to be a Tiller.  

Go Tillers! 
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