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For some schools, this week is a bit of a “dead period” between fall and winter sports; however, 

not for the Tillers. The continued focus and drive paid off with some impressive results. 

Last Saturday, our girls’ volleyball team, and a respectable contingent of Tiller fans and families, 

traveled out to Palm Desert to compete in the Division 5 CIF Semi Finals. The game 

demonstrated the intensity one would expect from such a game. However, the result was an 

impressive three set sweep, which resulted from our girls somehow finding a way to raise their 

game to an even higher level. Their effort affords them the opportunity to now compete in the 

CIF Finals, which will be held here at Tustin High School tomorrow night at 6:00 pm against 

Vistamar High School. Ironically, both teams have not lost a set in their respective CIF Division 

runs. It should prove to be another impressive night of volleyball. Tickets are $12 for adults and 

$5 for students.  

Another outstanding Tiller performance occurred at the Seal Beach Tennis Club, as Anaka 

Mahesh defended her league championship tennis title again last Friday. She is a senior, and 

has now qualified for CIF three times. She is looking forward to her final CIF visit, which will 

happen in about two weeks.  

On Wednesday night, our band traveled to Westminster High School to compete in another big 

competition. They are in the middle of an important run to qualify for additional competitions. 

The band has really progressed this year, and they were excited to find out they earned a first 

place finish and a score of 71! This puts them really close to qualifying for the next round of 

competitions. It was their highest score in about 4 years. They will travel to Riverside this 

weekend to try to solidify their post-season opportunities.  

In the midst of all the Fall sports success, the Tiller wrestling team got our winter sports off and 

running. They hosted their annual “Night of the Tiller” event, which showcases all the wrestlers 

as they square off against each other. It is kind of a family celebration as parents, siblings, and 

extended family come out to see their family members compete. In addition to all the families, I 

was particularly impressed with all the teachers who came out to watch their students in this 

unique blend of competition and comradery. Even some former Tiller wrestlers came out to 

watch and help. It was obvious that the evening meant a great deal to the students who 

participated and the families who watched.  

While our football team has not played since last Thursday, we did find out they qualified for 

CIF, and will compete tonight against Sunny Hills High School at Buena Park High School. While 

we face a higher seed, our team has prepared well. It proves to be a closely contested game.  

Dr. Jon Tuin 
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Friday Reflection 
I realize that recently extra-curricular activities have dominated the focus on my Friday 

Reflections. It is definitely an exciting time in T-Town. However, I have also had many 

experiences in the past couple of weeks that point to some impressive activity going on in 

classrooms and behind the scenes that cause me to be optimistic about our students and their 

learning.  

Each month, I try to get into as many classrooms as possible. As of yesterday, I have recorded 

314 visits, which provide me an opportunity to see what goes on in classrooms on a daily basis. 

Yesterday, my visits took on a different dynamic as TUSD high school principals and TUSD admin 

joined me to visit some Tustin High School classrooms. I appreciated the opportunity to show 

other schools and district admin the kind of learning that goes on here at Tustin High School. As 

we debriefed the visits, it was obvious that we have so much quality teaching and learning 

occurring daily. It is a given that teachers work hard every day. However, I was encouraged in 

our visits to see our students working hard as well.  

Another important event this week for me was our monthly Leadership meeting among Tustin 

High School admin and Tiller teacher leaders. Among other topics, we looked at SEL Student 

Survey data and teacher survey data on Tutorial and the bell schedule. I appreciate how the 

leadership approached these conversations with an obvious focus on working collaboratively to 

do what is best for students and our school. Teachers and admin offered some good insight and 

action items as well. What I left the meeting with was an appreciation of the kind of teachers 

we have here at Tustin High School.  

Teachers and admin were not the only ones this week working to learn and grow. Our guidance 

team took a day on Thursday to attend the OC Counselor Symposium with hundreds of other 

school counselors from across OC and LA. During the breakout sessions, Tustin High was 

highlighted due to the work that our counseling department, with the support of teachers and 

admin, has done over the last 5 years to: increase our A-G rate, implementation of our CCR 

program, #applied/#accepted, and the many supports that are offered to our students. Judy 

Park and Dr. Luz Arellano, Counselors on Special Assignment at the district, presented this 

information to share best practices with the other attendees. Attendees were impressed with 

the collaboration and commitment to supporting students that is evident at Tustin High.  

One of the pieces that stood out to the principals visiting on Thursday was the obvious 

emphasis in our school on social emotional learning. They observed the subtle and not so subtle 

efforts of teachers to make connections with students as they went about the teaching and 

learning. There is always room for growth, but it was a good reminder of how far we have 

come. The SEL surveys given show that while we have room to grow, our students generally feel 

supported.  
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Tustin High School Principal 
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Surveys are good, but yesterday afternoon, I witnessed a great example of how our students 

are supported. One young lady was having a particularly bad day. The reality of tests, essays, 

and general workload of challenging courses was starting to overwhelm her. The intensity of it 

also brought to light some heavy experiences she was dealing with of late and she struggled to 

keep it together. Her teacher noticed her in class and tried to reach out. Her coach also saw 

that she needed help, and our AD took her to get help. There was a series of at least 4 adults 

who were there for this young lady in a difficult time. She is going to be okay, and I am grateful 

for the adults in our school who take the time to notice students and make connections. Tustin 

High School is a great place to work and learn, and it is because doing what is right for students 

and their growth is of the utmost importance.  

It is great to be a Tiller . . . and may our teams win this weekend! 

Go Tillers! 

Dr. Jon Tuin 

Tustin High School Principal 


