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Short weeks often turn out to be full weeks, and this week was a classic example. One of the highlights 

for me was being out on the plaza Wednesday at lunch for National Early Signing Day to celebrate Parker 

Cadacio who signed his letter of intent to attend Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University in Arizona. It was 

touching to see his family gather around him to show their excitement and support for this young man 

who will attend this university to play baseball and pursue a degree. Coach Chatman and the baseball 

program have been focused on so much more than wins and losses. The emphasis is on developing young 

men who are prepared to take the next step in life. Sometimes that involves baseball and sometimes it is 

about successfully preparing for college. It is special when a Tiller is able to do both of those. 

The day before, just after lunchtime, I jumped on the bus headed to El Cajon, CA for an exciting first round 

CIF State Girls’ Volleyball game between Valhalla High School and Tustin High School. This 16-bracket 

tourney includes some of the best teams in the southern half of California. It was a unique honor and 

opportunity that our girls took seriously and approached with enthusiasm. The long bus ride and 

anticipation didn’t disappoint as the girls engaged in a solid effort. The game itself was riveting as the 

outcome went down to a 5th and final set. It was two teams competing on a high level, and only one of 

them would win. Although there were some Tiller tears when the outcome did not go our way, they gave 

way fairly shortly to warm smiles, hugs, and appreciation for what was a historic and magical season. As I 

sat on the long ride home, I thought about how grateful I was that I got to see how close this group had 

become over the course of the season, and over the past four years. This was a reasonably talented group 

of young women who worked extremely hard at improving their athletic skills, team unity, and mental 

focus.  

The game in El Cajon was actually kind of an epilogue to a larger story. It was a kind of working get-away 

to reflect on all that was accomplished and appreciate the entire story arch because the actual climax 

occurred at Tustin High School last Saturday evening. In an unprecedented move by CIF, we were asked 

to host the Division 5 CIF Southern Section Finals in our Pavilion. We hosted Vistamar High School in what 

turned out to be a wonderful Tiller event. 375 students took advantage of alumni and staff generosity to 

claim their free ticket for the game. The stands were full well before the game as if everyone anticipated 

the magic to come. Community members, Tiller staff, and team friends and family all took their seats to 

participate in the moment. From the outset to the final point, our girls showed clarity in their intent. Coach 

Lane and Coach Lee had prepared them well. Despite a little drama in set three, our girls showed they 

were clearly the better team. All of us in the stands celebrated every point in anticipation of the final 

celebration of the evening, which saw each Tiller player receive a CIF patch to signify their championship. 

Our girls worked so hard this year to achieve the goal they accomplished Saturday evening. It was my first 

time in 11 years of leading a high school to experience winning the championship game. It is a memory I 

will cherish, not because of the recognition or status; Instead, I will cherish that moment because of the 

hard work, dedication, and total commitment that was required on the part of some very special young 

women! 

I am grateful to be a Tiller! 

Dr. Jon Tuin 

Tustin High School Principal 


