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Competing in athletics or the arts requires an incredible amount of time and dedication. While our 

students attend classes on a daily basis and do the required homework to be successful in those classes, 

our athletes and artists, spend numerous hours each week as individuals and with teams to improve their 

level of performance. For some, that means private individual or club participation outside the traditional 

school calendar. But for all, students spend a great deal of time working hard with their school teams to 

improve individual and collective skills.  

All that hard work culminated this week for two of our Tiller sports teams. Girls’ Golf competed in the 

Varsity Empire League competition on Monday. One of our freshman athletes, Shanaya “Kuki” Neru, made 

it through to the final day of competition on Tuesday and ended up placing 8th in a very competitive field. 

Our boys’ water polo team also ended their season with an impressive win against a league opponent, 

which brought their over-all record close to .500. It was senior night and the team honored their two 

seniors who provided leadership in a challenging rebuilding year. The team exceeded expectations, which 

was a testament to Coach Matt John and the entire water polo family.  

Football is a unique American tradition that includes so much more than the game on the field. Each home 

game highlights our cheerleaders, dance team, band and colorguard who all work extremely hard to 

create routines to entertain our school community. The game last night didn’t include a favorable score, 

but it provided a great venue to honor our seniors on both the football team and our performing groups. 

On what was a warm and windy night, we stopped to reflect and celebrate our seniors. I was reminded 

that we have some pretty amazing young people who contribute to our school in such a variety of ways.  

Another important event occurred last night in the Tustin High School Pavilion. Our Girls’ Volleyball team 

won a first round CIF game for the first time in a long time. This is a unique group of young ladies who 

have some talented individuals, but more importantly, have committed to the greater good of the team. 

Because of their hard work, they find themselves as the number one seeded team in the Division 5 CIF 

bracket.  

I have watched our teams go to CIF in a variety of sports and compete against the “number one seeded 

team”. There is something about the way top teams go about their warm ups and play their games that 

communicates confidence and focus. I have watched how some of these teams fight through adversity 

with calm and intensity at the same time. Last night, it was pretty special to see our girls as “that team”. 

They were clearly the higher seed, and didn’t waiver from the mission. Our girls played with that focus, 

calm, and intensity of top teams, not allowing the outcome to ever be in question. It was a classy and 

decisive win, and now they are off to round two against an opponent who beat a much higher seeded 

team in their first game. It is a reminder that seeds don’t always determine outcomes. Many of us will 

travel tomorrow to John W. North High School in Riverside to observe the next step in what has already 

been a special journey for our volleyball girls.  

Go Tillers! 
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