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While extra-curricular activities were in full swing, including the arts and athletics, this week proved 

unique because home athletic events were at a minimum. However, Thursday was eventful for both the 

arts and athletics as JV football and boys’ water polo each won competitions here at Tustin just before 

our jazz band, cheerleaders, dance team and all-male dance team performed in the plaza to kick off Back 

to School Night. It never gets old watching our Tustin students perform and compete. So many of our 

students invest countless hours to growing their skills on the court, field, pool, course, or stage, and the 

benefactors are both them and those who follow their growth. I was particularly proud of our 

cheerleaders, dancers and jazz band performers last night at Back to School Night. I think the setting was 

more intimate than normal and provided a closer look at the passion that exudes when they play, cheer, 

and dance. 

It was my intent this year to schedule whole days towards being out on campus and in classrooms. 

Although this was a short week, I was able to contribute large chunks of time to observing and coaching 

those connected to our Tustin Team. As I visited various classrooms and observed the dynamic learning 

taking place, I wished that everyone could have my experience. While my intent was finding ways in which 

I could support and coach others, I found myself inspired and energized. There was no one extraordinary 

event, but the collective observance of one dynamic classroom experience after another created a 

powerful impression.  

Mr. Day, AP Environmental Science – On the surface, students were quietly studying for a test. However, 

as I watched more closely, I could hear the teacher prompting students and reminding them of the time 

remaining. Students were provided instruction and specific structures for how to answer complex AP 

designed questions. The teacher was actually walking them through a protocol that would support success 

on the AP exam.  

Mr. Seals, Freshman Honors English – When I walked in the classroom, he was explaining the proper uses 

of a semi colon; this is a punctuation mark seldom used. Again, on the surface it looked like a simple 

lecture not generally associated with high engagement. However, as I observed the students, I could see 

that all students were intently writing meticulous notes in some form of a journal. Strategically, the 

teacher stopped and asked for students to turn and talk to their neighbor and see if they could provide 

an example of how they might use a semi colon. The room buzzed with conversation that was quickly 

stopped with a simple hand signal. Another important piece was a short conversation on why learning 

such a skill was important. The teacher shared part of his learning story and showed the students the 

cover of a book that helped him successfully navigate college as an English major. I was impressed with 

the vibe and intensity around learning a skill that some might find mundane. It clearly was not for these 

students. 

Mrs. Zechiel, AP US History – As I walked in, I saw that the room filled with students intently writing. It 

turns out they were completing an essay. However, it was not just an ordinary essay. Students were using 

highlighters to color code every sentence to show the various components of an effective essay. 



Introduction of a thesis (or claim) received one color and supporting evidence received another. There 

were four different colors in all and it required students to write thoughtful responses to effectively 

answer the prompt. Not only were students required to read a passage, respond to a prompt, and provide 

thoughtful synthesis, but they were also required to analyze their own writing.  

Mrs. Price, Spanish 2– Students were sitting in small groups intently working on a presentation to be 

delivered at the end of the week. These second year Spanish students created descriptions of their family 

tree. Various family members were introduced and described with lots of graphics on their Google Slides 

document. The more impressive aspect of the activity was that each student was connected to the teacher 

on her Google classroom, and she was able to check in on students and provide immediate feedback from 

her computer.  

Ms. Ruiz, Spanish 1 – Most of the students were freshman and there was an atmosphere of excitement. 

Students were creating a Google Slides document to provide sentences related to objects and colors. 

Students were learning names of colors and the objects. Instead of completing some worksheet and filling 

in the color names, students were making choices on their learning as it related to colors. For example, 

one young lady selected birthstones to express her colors. It turned out that the birthstones represented 

each of her family members.  

Mrs. Trout, English 3 – Students in this class are primarily cohorted together from T-Tech. Mr. Hernandez 

and Mrs. Trout are looking at units in which they can integrate the learning activities to combine language 

development and engineering design. When I walked into the classroom, students were presenting a 

cumulative project that included thoughts on the story (Kite Runner) and a design of an actual kite. After 

the presentations, students went outside to fly their kites. There was a great deal of effort that went into 

creating a unit that incorporated both English and Engineering principles. However, that effort resulted in 

a relevant learning experience that pushed student thinking on a variety of levels. I am grateful for 

teachers who are willing to take risks in order to grow their thinking.  

Mrs. Robinson, English 3 – Speaking of taking risks, that is exactly what Mrs. Robinson decided to do with 

her 6th period English class. She could tell from the first day that this group of students required a creative 

approach in order to engage them all into the learning expected from this course. She took a risk and 

allowed students to select their own books for reading. When I walked into the room, students were 

positioned in groups around the room based on the book they selected. Students were intently reading 

their book and also writing in their journals a response to a given prompt. The teacher moved from group 

to group challenging their thinking and providing additional scaffolding to accomplishing the high 

expectations set before them. It was truly inspirational to hear students talk about their lack of reading 

for pleasure to date, and the shift in their perspective about reading as a result of this experience. Students 

shared with me how impacted they were by the book they were reading, and I could see the higher-level 

thinking in which they were engaged. I am grateful for teachers who passionately look for innovative ways 

to bring students into the learning process. 

These are just some of the classrooms I visited this week. As I visited some of the classrooms last night at 

Back to School Night, I heard teachers share their expectations for their classes. However, I wished that 



each of the parents who visited last night could see what I saw this week. We have teachers who really 

care about their students and want the best for them as a student and a person. I am glad that some 

parents and teachers were able to connect last night, and I hope they know how hard most teachers work 

to grow their students. It was a good week. 

Have a great weekend! 

Go Tillers!  

Dr. Jon Tuin 

Tustin High School Principal 


