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Homecoming week arrived with lots of anticipation, all leading up to Friday. The theme, “Neon 

Nights” will take full effect today during school at the assembly and then again at the dance 

tonight. ASB students worked hard behind the scenes to organize this week so that Homecoming 

2018 would be a positive and memorable experience for our school community. In addition, 

other groups like the cheerleaders and dance teams have been working diligently after school to 

prepare their routines for the Homecoming assembly.  

 

I always look forward to watching our students perform. It doesn’t matter if it is an assembly, 

half time performance, athletic competition, conference, or classroom project; I am inspired to 

see our students repeatedly prepare intently, step up to pressures of the spotlight, and deliver 

quality performances. It is a testament to all the teachers, coaches, parents, and most of all, the 

students.  

 

Speaking of performances, I visited several athletic venues just like any other week. I watched 

girls’ volleyball gain an impressive victory over a league opponent, girls’ tennis win another match 

at home, and boys’ water polo fall just short to a league opponent in a hard fought contest. 

Interestingly, I saw a stat this week that our students reported investing an average of 8.6 hours 

a week on extra-curricular activities. I know for these sports, the total hours in a week far exceeds 

the average. 

 

Another group that invests a lot of time is our marching band. The number of students 

participating is around 70- about a 50% increase from last year. The feeder programs in the 

middle school are more robust in preparing our students for high school band. We are so glad we 

invested some extra money last year to beef up our instrument inventory for larger instruments. 

I was grateful for that foresight as I watched many of our students playing some of these new 

instruments on Wednesday night at rehearsal on the field to prepare for tonight’s half time show. 

 

Half time tonight will also be the crowning of our homecoming king and queen, which the 

students voted on this week during CCR. I actually sat in a room as each of the candidates were 

introduced through a creative video put together by talented Senior, Lorenzo Gaxiola. Students 

on the court introduced themselves with their own unique twist. Watching this video reminded 

me of some of the impressive students we have on campus. Regardless of the actual queen and 

king, we have some very talented and hard-working young people. 



In all the activity this week, there were some definite highlights. For starters, I appreciated sitting 

in a couple of junior English classes listening to our students connect to content from both The 

Catcher in the Rye and an article explaining the impact of social media on the mental health of 

young people. I sat and listened to students develop claims, cite evidence, and offer solid 

reasoning about the current relevance of a book written way back in 1951. This “coming of age” 

novel takes the reader through some of the challenges of adolescence and portrays some core 

needs for any person trying to discover one’s self and their place in society. I was impressed with 

the level of thought and authentic conversation. I could also hear empathy peeking through the 

dialog as students expressed their responses to other students. I suppose all generations have 

faced challenges, but this particular generation has grown up in a world dominated by social 

media. Students are more connected and isolated than ever before. Students are bombarded 

with unrealistic societal norms on every aspect of life imaginable. It is a world where hype is 

celebrated and true relational connection is increasingly difficult. I am grateful for teachers 

willing to take on these issues through classic literature, thoughtful discourse, and reflective 

writing.  

 

Another moment for me this week was observing the MUN parent night in the Pavilion. Parents 

came to hear about the upcoming conferences and learn about how they can be involved. The 

golden nugget of the entire evening was watching our students’ lead, serve, and demonstrate. 

Parents caught a glimpse of the powerful development that occurs with our students who 

participate in the MUN program. Again, I am grateful for teachers who passionately work with 

our students to develop skills that will last a lifetime. Mr. Trev shared with our parents about a 

young lady who participated in the MUN program and then went on to attend Stanford University 

and is now in grad school at Harvard University. This is not the expected path for our students, 

but it also doesn’t surprise me. The training our students receive in how to collaborate, problem-

solve, and articulate a point of view, is a gift that keeps on giving.  

 

That leads me to another moment that happened as I watched our girls’ tennis team compete 

against a private school in our league. I somehow found myself engaged in a conversation with a 

mother of an opposing athlete. She asked me a lot of questions about our school. I think she was 

surprised by some of my answers as I described our amazing students and the positive dynamics 

of our school. I described how the girls on the tennis team were involved in programs like T-Tech, 

MUN, and AVID. She asked more about these programs and was impressed with the 

opportunities available to our students. I am passionate about our students, staff, and school, 

but most of the time my audience is people within our school community. It was fun to share 

with someone completely outside our school. I have sometimes heard that Tustin High School is 

the best-kept secret, and am glad that I took the opportunity to uncover that secret for at least 



one random person who was genuinely intrigued. It is great to be a Tiller; I never want to take 

that for granted! 

 

It reminds me of the survey results I saw this week taken from a recent tutorial. Students were 

asked to use three words to describe their school. It was not multiple choice, and they responded 

completely with their own words. The responses were tabulated and fell within distinct 

categories with four categories emerging on top. The fourth most common category reported 

was “high quality” (20%), and the third was “diverse” (to be honest, I would have guessed that 

would have been the most common category). The second most common category of words fell 

into “caring and welcoming”. The most common set of responses (28%) identified words related 

to “fun”. There is much more data to dig into that shows that we still have work to do before all 

students feel connected and are successful. However, I thought it was particularly encouraging 

to find out about how our students perceive our school. That is kind of what I was trying to tell 

that mother – our school is a high quality, diverse, caring, and fun! 

 

Go Tillers! 

 

Dr. Jon Tuin 

Tustin High School Principal 


