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Over the course of this week, our teachers and students were busy about the business of learning. 
Teachers directed activities and offered information related to the content and skills students will need 
after high school. Most people are familiar with these types of teaching and learning experiences 
because it resembles past educational practices for most of us. However, this week featured some 
important experiences that some may not fully understand yet. 

Tuesday and Thursday meant our first Tutorials of the year. For this week and next week, these Tutorial 
classes will be the vehicle for presenting our digital citizenship content. TUSD is an incredibly innovative 
school district where every student has a technological device used in virtually every class. In order for 
students to utilize these devices in a safe manner, we commit to making sure students understand not 
only the benefits of technology, but also the dangers inherently present.  

In the weeks to come, Tutorial will take on a completely different function. Students will have dedicated 
time on Tuesdays and Thursdays to go to their teachers and get the extra support they need in order to 
learn successfully. After the first progress report, students with a D or F in a particular course will 
actually be assigned to a Tutorial class to ensure support occurs. Students who try not to attend these 
mandatory sessions will be considered truant. We take Tutorial seriously because it is ultimately about 
providing a structure to support students and their learning. I am so glad for such a structure because I 
have watched students use it to overcome deficits and become successful.  

Another important structure we started this week was our College and Career Readiness (CCR) classes. 
The counselors developed these classes and designed them to support students in their journey towards 
life after high school. Besides attending classes and earning course credit, there is so much to making 
sure a student is prepared and ready to apply for college. We have an amazing AVID program that helps 
extensively with this process, and I watched this class in action as students researched possible college 
choices. However, other students also need support to know what classes to take in high school and 
how to apply to college. The CCR this week was designed specifically for each grade level to help them at 
their particular stage of high school in order to prepare for their future.  
 
Wednesday also meant the first day of our College Connect program that will work in conjunction with 
our Senior CCR classes. About 10 to 12 community volunteers converged on our school this week in 
order to support Senior CCR students and teachers. These people all have busy lives of their own, but 
they committed to coming to all of our CCR classes this school year in order to mentor and help students 
apply to college. We are grateful for this philanthropic group of Tustin employees and/or residents.   
 
Here is a recap of what College Connect is doing for THS this semester: 
 

• As part of the California College Application and Success Campaign, all Seniors will be 
submitting a college application on November 8th, 2018 

• TPSF wanted a way to volunteer within the school and Joanna Vandal suggested that we use 
these volunteers as an extra set of eyes and hands to help our Seniors with various tasks in 
CCR 



• In each CCR, Seniors will work on tasks related to college applications (i.e. setting up their 
FSA ID, searching for colleges within their desired major, creating portal accounts, and filling 
out applications) 

• Ms. Pysher (the coordinator of Senior CCR) will be rotating the volunteers, so that everyone 
has one at least once and the volunteers can work with more than one teacher throughout 
their time with us 

 
It has really been a great week of focused learning for our students. Whether from an AVID class or a 
CCR presentation, students learned how to access their Aeries accounts to check their grades and began 
the processes involved in applying for college. Students are starting to come face-to-face with any gaps 
in background knowledge and skills required to successfully organize in order to achieve at a high level.  
 
I watched teachers teach not only the content, but also how to do school well. In one class, I watched a 
freshman student struggling with content presented by the teacher for which she would be accountable 
the next day on a quiz. Fortunately, an adult pulled her aside to gain a deeper look at her level of 
understanding. Like many situations throughout the week, this student received some needed academic 
support. She was also assigned a ‘buddy’ to help her study. These are just small examples of hundreds of 
interactions that occur each day. I am so grateful for a team of teachers who care about students and 
will go out of their way to make sure they are learning. We have more work to do in order to ensure 
every student is identified before their learning struggles become more problematic, but please know 
there are adults here who committed to helping your child. Don’t ever hesitate to reach out for help if 
you feel your child needs it.  
 
Speaking of parent involvement. The Model United Nations program hosted a parent night to explain 
their upcoming trip next weekend. The cafeteria was packed with students and parents as they learned 
about the weekend trip they will all participate in next week in order to team build and help the 
freshman get a sense of how dynamic this program is for our students. The energy and excitement for 
the trip and this school year was evident. It reminded me of just how great it is to be a Tiller. 
 

Go Tillers!  

Dr. Jon Tuin 
Tustin High School Principal 
 
PS – Congratulations to both the girls’ volleyball team and boys’ water polo for picking up some 
additional home victories earlier this week!  

 


