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Rivalry week brings a unique dynamic to Tustin High School. Even though teachers were intent on 
balancing team building activities and academic learning, there was an underlying theme and tone to the 
week. The buzz about Friday was increasingly more evident as the week continued. It never matters how 
good each of the two rival schools are in football: the Tustin vs. Foothill game brings out the best in school 
spirit for the Tillers.  

Observing and engaging with staff and students is always the highlight of my week, and rivalry week was 
no different. The main difference was that besides learning about people’s dreams, interests, and 
strengths, I also got a glimpse into their passion for Friday. Some students anticipated the assembly, while 
others focused on the football game. Our students have a myriad of other interests and responsibilities, 
but this week brought people together around the activities and focus for Friday’s celebrations and 
competitions.  

There are a few traditions that surfaced during rivalry week that have become part of the Tustin 
landscape. For example, the entire Plaza is covered right now in creatively worded and designed posters.  
Students worked all week to prepare both the content and the presentation, taping each individual poster 
to the cement. The assembly is another important tradition that required hours of preparation by our ASB 
students. From the program production to the Pavilion design, students worked collaboratively to create 
the event. Today’s assembly will include a couple of surprises for the students (it isn’t every day the 
principal participates with the school in a trendy dance sequence!) that include both contemporary songs 
and traditional school songs from the past.  

Of course, the highlight of the assembly will be student performers like our cheerleaders and dancers. Our 
students have worked hours to prepare for the assembly, and I appreciate rivalry week more for the 
celebration it becomes for our Tustin students rather than any potential victory over another school. The 
Tustin vs. Foothill game goes all the way back to 1966 and is an intense competition between crosstown 
rivals- but today it is an opportunity to highlight the diversity of talent among our students.  

One event this week that brought a unique lens to the rivalry was a press conference held by our 
Journalism/Media Arts/Yearbook/Film Production students who are taught by Mrs. Kim Robinson and Mr. 
Erik Zamora. They invited former THS principal, Margie Sepulveda, to our school on Thursday and asked 
her thoughtful questions to help them with their research about the rivalry. Mrs. Sepulveda was not only 
a revered leader of our school, but she was also an actual student here at Tustin High School. She is still 
an avid Tiller fan who attends many Tustin athletic events with her husband Buddy. Students were 
interested in her knowledge of past traditions, the events surrounding the rivalry, and general Tustin High 
School history. It was touching to see the bridging of two worlds. Our current students gained an 
appreciation for Tillers of long ago. I think students also walked away with much more than content for 
an article. I think they gained a sense of connection and the opportunity they have to contribute to the 
Tustin High School legacy, influencing generations to come.  



Not to be lost in all the preparation for Friday, two of our varsity Tiller teams achieved impressive home 
victories on the court and in the pool. Boys’ water polo showed why they will be a force to be reckoned 
with when league play begins. They boast a core of returning team members to suggest this group might 
be dangerous when it comes to post season competition, should they qualify. 

Similarly, the girls’ volleyball team continued to show their dominance on the home court beating Santa 
Ana Valley High School in convincing fashion. The “good vibes” volleyball girls are quietly developing into 
a dynamic group that will be increasingly more difficult to beat as the season progresses.  

My supervision responsibilities as a school administrator afforded me the opportunity to watch the JV 
football team travel to Foothill High School and record a victory. Brandon Pratt coached the boys to a win 
that is hopefully a precursor to a big game tonight. It was impressive to see them battle through adversity 
and learn as the game progressed, eventually prevailing. 

One of the benefits of my uniquely up-close perspective is observing and learning about all that goes into 
our students’ success. Whether a student in the band, ASB, or on an athletic team, they spend countless 
hours preparing and rehearsing. I see our students overcome challenges they face that may be economic, 
emotional, or academic. I am often extremely proud of what our students accomplish, not just because 
of their high level of achievement, but also because I know some of the obstacles our students have 
overcome to accomplish their goals. We still have work to do in order for all students to develop the grit 
and perseverance necessary to overcome hurdles, but I am grateful for the large number of students who 
have committed to excellence. This week was clearly rivalry week, but for me, it was a celebration of our 
Tustin students! 

Go Tillers!  

Dr. Jon Tuin 
Tustin High School Principal 


