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This was nurse appreciation week, and I want to start my reflection by thanking our nurses here at 
Tustin High School. They deal with some interesting cases in their work and they receive little 
recognition because of the importance of confidentiality. The only people who really know how 
important their work is are those students who deal with some kind of health issue, often needing some 
immediate help. Whether it is our nurse Monica Sanchez who is assigned to a high-needs classroom or 
our school nurse Cathy White, their support is so important. It is great to have such competent people in 
these roles here in T-Town.  

Speaking of T-Town, I visited all of it this past week delivering certificates to students in second period 
classes. Every morning during the announcements, a student ends with the following, “Be Respectful, be 
Engaged and be Determined . . . because your future depends on it.” I explained to students that these 
are nice words, but it is important to define our expectations. We expect students to be on time to class, 
not be truant from class, be respectful in class and not receive any behavioral referrals. We also expect 
they will earn a C or higher in all their classes. For most students the most difficult of these expectations 
is getting to class on time. (That is one reason we are extending the passing periods next year to 6 
minutes.) Students in each class I visited were surprised when I told them that 433 students met all of 
these standards during the 3rd quarter. In each class I visited, I handed out certificates to students who 
were among those 433 students. Our goal is to increase the number of students each quarter who meet 
these standards. We think this will help bring clarity to what it means to be respectful, engaged and 
determined. It was kind of cool to see the reaction of students being honored for their attendance, 
behavior and grades. I think most really appreciated the acknowledgement. 

I made a couple of other really important visits this week. The Rotary Club just announced their two 
scholarship winners. I thought it would be nice to deliver the news in person, so I set off across campus 
to track down the two winners.  

It turned out that the first winner was the same young lady who insisted on selling me a bracelet the day 
before for her MUN capstone project, raising money for a child in Guatemala. I was impressed with her 
professionalism and persuasion skills. When I walked into the MUN classroom yesterday to present a 
$1,000 scholarship, I had to wait for about 10 minutes because this same young lady was actually in the 
process of presenting her senior capstone project to her peers. I also remembered that this same young 
lady, Brenda Tejada, was one of TUSD’s students board members. After making an announcement to the 
class, I walked outside with Brenda to give her more details of the scholarship. As I talked, tears started 
to gently form in her eyes. She explained that she will be going to Cal State Fullerton this fall, and this 
was so important to her and her college dream.  

After congratulating her one more time, I traveled to a science classroom to visit another recipient, 
Melissa Nieto. Again, as I shared the details of the scholarship, tears appeared on her face. She 
explained that she was attending Cal State Fullerton this fall, and this scholarship would make a huge 
difference. She expressed her gratitude with both words and body language. It was very touching to see 
the impact of these scholarships. I appreciated not only the organization that gave these scholarships, 
but adults who came along side these impressive young ladies to help them achieve their dreams of 
attending and graduating from college.  



It reminded me of a social media post I saw this week about a young lady who just graduated from 
college with a Bachelor of Arts in Social Work. I remember her coming to school as a freshman and being 
concerned if she would be able to navigate high school. Just like here at Tustin High School, there were 
programs and people in place that helped this young lady transform from a not so confident student to a 
genuine learner. It was quite moving to see her college graduation picture. She is a living example of the 
impact of a growth mindset. It wasn’t just her mindset, but the mindset of her teachers, counselors and 
club sponsors. I know there are many graduating from college this month who attended Tustin High 
School, and many of them benefitted from strong, positive leadership from our learning community. I 
also know that we are blessed with some awesome parents. Thank you, parents for your support, 
encouragement and willingness to see your children venture out.  

It is great to be a Tiller! 

Go Tillers! 

Dr. Jon Tuin 
Tustin High School Principal 


