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This was an emotional week for many reasons. Yes, there were athletic competitions with 
dramatic endings. Some of our sports teams experienced positive results while others faced more 
disappointing outcomes. However, these competitions were only a fraction of the emotion 
experienced this week.  
 
Some emotional energy extended this week occurred at lunch time as we continued our lunch 
time department awards. Dr. Franklin visited on Monday in time to catch one of the lunchtime 
celebrations. These small awards ceremonies are intimate and meaningful for students and 
teachers alike, as students are honored for their excellent performances and hard work. One 
senior from each department is awarded a medallion to be worn at graduation events. I have 
been in schools where there is one large event, and I appreciate how these are broken up into 
smaller chunks and turned into a much more relational and meaningful acknowledgement.  
 
Wednesday’s late start brought a different kind of emotional experience as the faculty listened 
to a presentation from Margaret Dunlap, a Challenge Success representative. This was at least 
the third time I heard this presentation, but I think my favorite. It was good to communicate the 
research again behind creating a balanced learning environment, and then reflecting on our own 
survey results. I was reminded of some of the “why’s” for decisions we have already made, as 
well as other opportunities that are out there for us to create an even more positive and 
productive learning environment.  
 
The morning meeting with Challenge Success was a great set up for our PBIS/SEL committee 
meeting on Wednesday afternoon. We had an opportunity to review the results of an assessment 
of sorts completed by district leadership to show our progress on developing Tier I and Tier II 
behavioral and academic support systems in order to create that same positive and productive 
environment described earlier in the day. It was a reminder that so much of this work overlaps. 
It was also a reminder that we have so many opportunities in front of us.  
 
An extremely emotional part of the week occurred yesterday when we started to learn of Coach 
Cesar’s accident. We learned that he suffered head trauma and that he was in the ICU in a Long 
Beach Hospital. Cesar Altamirano is our boys and girls water polo coach, and he has had a huge 
impact on our Tiller aquatics family. Being a Tiller himself, he has really infused a great deal of 
pride in the program and he earned CIF Coach of the Year this season when the boys’ team made 
it to the CIF Finals. The news that he was in a serious car accident was shocking and difficult to 
hear. However, the most important of the day was still ahead as adults started to prepare for 
telling students.  
 
A team of adults came together to meet with the swimmers after school to let them know what 
had happened to one of their beloved coaches. As you can imagine, students were shocked and 
impacted greatly. The coach did an amazing job of communicating the difficult news, and others 
supported the conversation. It was quite touching to see the students pull together and express 



their compassion for Coach Cesar and each other. Good thoughts and prayers alike were evident. 
It was a touching and impactful time, and I was so grateful for such quality people to help walk 
these students through this difficult time. It was a good reminder this week of perspective and 
what really matters. Content, skills, and performance have a place, but at the end of the day, it 
is much more about our connections, purpose, and meaning.  
 
I wanted to leave you with one more extremely emotional part of my week. On Wednesday 
morning, two sales representatives came from Microsoft to visit one of our classes. They were 
bearing gifts for one of her students, Andrew Ly. Andrew had no idea they were coming. The 
teacher asked if anyone had any good things to share. Several students chimed in with their good 
thing. From the back of the room, one of the sales reps raised her hand and started to share her 
good thing. She explained that she was there with her colleague to honor Andrew because he 
was such a dedicated Microsoft Surface Pro fan. Andrew is a special young man for many reasons, 
but one of his unique attributes is his focus on technology and how it works. Andrew might not 
be able to discern all the nuances of social interaction, but he can tell you more information about 
the Surface Pro than just about anyone. The sales reps saw a video the teacher made a few 
months ago, and they were greatly affected. They wanted to reach out to Andrew and show their 
genuine appreciation for touching them. As the sales rep left our school, she shared that this was 
probably the most meaningful thing she has ever done as a sales rep. All who were in attendance 
in that classroom Wednesday morning were wracked with emotion. So many people care deeply 
for Andrew, and it was so awesome to see how he is valued! 
 
It was an emotional week to be a Tiller, but I have never been more grateful to be a Tiller! 
 
Go Tillers! 
 
Jon 


