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In case anyone felt the Winter season was a little colder and wetter than normal, this is the first 
time in recorded history (which goes back to 1870) that the temperature in LA did not hit 70 
degrees. Additionally, we already passed our average rainfall this season, and we have more rain 
in the forecast.  
 
Despite the unique weather, we experienced a full and productive week again in Tiller Town. Part 
of that experience was the first celebration of our RED Star Performers during 2nd period and 
tutorial on Thursday. We expect students to be Respectful, Engaged and Determined. These are 
great words, but what does that look like? We determined that students with no tardies, no 
truancies, no referrals, and no grades lower than a “C” demonstrated respect, engagement, and 
determination. To acknowledge this effort, the PBIS Committee recognized students on Thursday 
by giving them a certificate and piece of chocolate wrapped in the shape of a red star. 
 
A few weeks ago, I was talking to students and asked them how many students they thought met 
the attendance, behavior, and grading standards. It was interesting to hear how low their guesses 
ranged. They were surprised when I told them 550 students had no truancies, tardies, referrals 
or grades below a “C” during the first quarter. I informed them that it dropped off to 411 for 
second quarter, but they were still impressed by the high number. My experience in education is 
that we often spend a lot of time and energy focusing on those students not meeting our 
expectations, while there are many students quietly doing exactly what we ask of them. It was 
great to take a pause and acknowledge the 697 different students who met the bar for 
attendance, behavior, and grade marks for either 1st or 2nd quarter. For many students, they did 
it for both quarters. 
 
To the surprise of some students, I signed all 697 certificates. As I flashed though the names of 
students, it made total sense that they earned this acknowledgement. I see these students 
engaged in class and highly invested in their learning experience. In many cases, these students 
are also heavily involved in clubs, sports, performing groups, and/or activities beyond the 
classroom. I figured most students would appreciate the certificate, but I was pleasantly 
surprised how many students chose to wait in a five-minute line to receive a piece of chocolate. 
Talking to the students in line, it was clear that it wasn’t about the chocolate or certificate. These 
students have developed habits, disciplines, and mindsets that made it possible to show up and 
invest every day. As a school, we are committed to growing the number of students who meet 
these expectations. However, for this one day, it was just great to celebrate some awesome 
young people.   
 
It was fitting that I saw some of the recognized students at the annual combined middle and high 
school band and orchestra concerts here at Tustin High School last night. Listening to our band 
and orchestra play some beautiful pieces, I was reminded of the dedication required to create 
such music. Sure, many of these students are passionate about music and look forward to that 



period every day when they get to play their instrument(s). However, it takes more than interest 
and passion. It requires hard work, and it is exciting to see how our band and orchestra have 
grown over that past couple of years. I am so grateful that more and more students get to 
experience these musical groups.  
 
Another group of students well represented at the celebration on Thursday was our Spring sport 
athletes. It has been a challenge for the outdoor sports so far because of the weather, but 
volleyball is played indoors and has been in full swing. The boys’ varsity hosted a tournament last 
Saturday and took first place out of 16 teams. They kept up their momentum this week, winning 
by a significant margin at home on Tuesday. Again, competing well doesn’t happen simply out of 
interest or passion. Respect, engagement, and determination may not be terms the team uses, 
but those are characteristics of a good team. I appreciate the intentional effort of our coaches to 
grow our athletes, and volleyball is among those. 
 
Today will be another form of celebration as we end the week. Many seniors are going to Knott’s 
Berry Farm. This is a reminder that for them, school will start to wind down. They have much 
work to do to finish strong, but the reality of their big transition is around the corner.  
 
Some underclassmen AVID students will also be celebrating at Knott’s Berry Farm tonight. Our 
AVID program represents almost 600 students, and they work very hard to grow their academic 
and organizational skills to prepare for college. I am glad that teachers take time out of their 
calendar after school to celebrate their AVID students.  
 
Another sort of celebration occurred last Friday as the dance programs presented their 
competition routines. Like our cheerleaders, they are in the midst of their competition season. 
They invited friends, family, and fellow Tillers to see their competition routines. It was inspiring 
to see so many well-choreographed and executed routines by all the dancers. Based on what I 
have observed, they will do well this competition season, including on their upcoming trip to 
compete in Hawaii around Spring Break.  
 
As I end my reflection for the week, I have an update on Jazmin Segura- the wrestler I wrote 
about last week. She competed at the State wrestling competition over three grueling days in 
Bakersfield, CA. It was three days of mostly winning and some defeats as she battled. In the end, 
she earned an 8th place finish to be the first female wrestler in Tustin High School history to place 
at State in what is now the official state series for California girls’ wrestling. Congratulations 
Jazmin and . . .  
 
Go Tillers! 
 
Dr. Jon Tuin 
Tustin High School Principal 


