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Tustin High School offers a unique blend of diverse experiences that, when embraced, offers a 
rich foundation for our young Tillers. Because school is a daily occurrence, it might be easy to 
take the Tiller life for granted, but this week brought several moments which created cause to 
pause and appreciate the people, purpose, and practice of our Tiller family. 

Among the several powerful experiences this week was the AVID Showcase visit which occurred 
on Tuesday morning. 22 professionals came to our school to learn what it means to live AVID 
school-wide. This is one of the functions of a demonstration school: to help others see the vision 
of instilling AVID values and practices across an entire school. After visiting four of our classrooms 
and listening to a Tustin presentation, our visitors expressed how impacted they were to see the 
breadth and depth of our work and how those efforts benefit students. I couldn’t help but 
appreciate our learning community as I observed our school through the lens of professionals 
just starting out on journeys towards implementing high leverage AVID strategies school-wide. 
Watching our students collaborate, communicate, create, and think critically was impressive. 
What was even more impressive to me was knowing this kind of learning happens well beyond 
the walls of the four classrooms observed on Tuesday.  

Later that night, I had a sort of random opportunity to watch one of our students in action. Elli 
Cho invited me to listen to her give a speech. I really had no idea on what I was agreeing to do. It 
turned out that she had entered a Lions’ Club speech contest. She offered a well-crafted and 
articulated speech on the Freedom of Speech. As I listened to her communicate her argument 
for increasing protections around free speech in this country, I couldn’t help but be impressed 
with her poise and courage. Many students her age are petrified of just the notion of 
public speaking, and yet Elli eloquently delivered a sophisticated verbal piece for which she 
should be extremely proud. I know I was proud of her, and it reminded me of the many 
students in our school who know how to organize, prepare, and deliver articulate thoughts on 
a given topic. I am grateful for teachers who embrace the art of public speaking across various 
disciplines. It is a skill that will serve our Tillers for life.  

Wednesday meant two more opportunities to celebrate great Tiller stories. Kenna Flores was 
honored for selecting Illinois Institute of Technology as her college for next year. It was one of 
three national signing days, and the athletic department took advantage of this opportunity to 
celebrate one of four young ladies who have now committed to competing and learning in 
college. Kenna will play soccer for this school in Chicago. Not even the recent frigid temperatures 
being reported from that part of the country could dampen her excitement for this opportunity. 
She is going to learn so much and grow from this adventure. The celebration was about a young 
lady who worked hard at Tustin and put herself in a place to take advantage of a wonderful 
opportunity.  



Earlier that morning, Mrs. Hagstrom and I got to celebrate another student who work extremely 
hard to put himself in a position to walk through a door of opportunity. Abraham Ortiz Santibanez 
was honored at the “Every Student Succeeding” breakfast. He was chosen as the Tustin recipient 
because he has overcome major challenges in his life. Fortunately for Abraham, he attached 
himself to AVID classes as early as middle school. He worked diligently over the years to prepare 
for college, learning later in high school about his passion for mechanical engineering. He applied 
to the QuestBridge program which offers students a guaranteed full ride to the partner college 
which choses the student. The only problem is that matches are extremely rare. This fall, 
Abraham found out that Notre Dame University selected him to attend their school. His story is 
both a reason for this prestigious college selecting him, and for him receiving the “Every Student 
Succeeds” recognition for Tustin High School. It was another moment where I was able to reflect 
on the incredible young people we have at Tustin High School.   
 
Our students are amazing- a direct result of their hard work. However, it is also due to dedicated 
professionals committed to growing students. Sometimes our teachers plant dreams, deliver 
tools for making these dreams a reality, or nurture students on their journey towards achieving 
their goals. Sometimes, they do all the above. Wednesday night was the OC Parent Magazine 
awards for teachers and school personnel. Our own Ed Hernandez was recognized as one of 
Orange Counties Top Ten Educators of the Year. Mr. Hernandez goes above and beyond for his 
students. He has made sacrifices along the way so that his students would have the skills and 
dispositions they need to be successful. It was fitting that on this night, he was the one being 
honored for his dedicated, passionate work.  
 
There were some touching moments this week that honored some of our people for 
accomplishing various milestones, representing the heart of what we are about as a school 
community. High School is fun, and there is so much to the high school experience but preparing 
for a meaningful future is at our core. It was special to celebrate that this week. 
 
In addition to celebrating some individuals for their achievements, two of our athletic teams 
celebrated first round CIF wins. Boys’ Soccer pulled out an overtime victory at home Thursday 
night, and then immediately after, the Girls’ Basketball team won convincingly at Segerstrom 
High School.  
 
This sets up quite a weekend for T-Town. Tonight, we will have our Winter Formal for about 200 
students. Then Saturday will be packed with CIF competitions. Many of our Boys’ Wrestlers will 
compete at Brea-Olinda High School for their first round of CIF matches. Some of our Girls’ 
Wrestlers will compete at El Toro High School in their first-round competitions. Then later that 
night, Boys’ Soccer will play at Tustin in a CIF second round match up. To top it all off, Girls’ 
Basketball will compete in a CIF second round game in our Pavilion, too!  
 
A great week to be a Tiller! 
 
Go Tillers! 
 
Dr. Jon Tuin 


