
  

 

             
              

             
             

             
         

 
   

 
                 

            
               

              
         

              
            

   
 

                 
              
            
            

              
               

                 
             

 
             

                
          

 
                  

           
           

                 
              

        
 

               
               

Friday Reflection 

12/7/2018 

As I sat down to reflect this morning, I was reminded of what an extraordinarily busy week it has 
been at Tustin High School. With the end the semester in sight, classroom activity reflected an 
increased urgency. Winter sports programs engaged in what is now becoming the meat of their 
seasons, and three of our performing arts classes demonstrated their growth by presenting a 
quality and enjoyable program last night. On top of all of that, some significant events occurred 
worth highlighting, and I thought that this week, I would just make a list. 

Here we go! 

Boys’ Basketball – Our boys won another game this week and continue to show their growth with 
this young team. However, the win Tuesday night marked an important milestone for Coach 
Bossenmeyer, as it represented his 400th win as a high school basketball coach. When you do the 
math, it reveals that he has coached for a long time, and led many successful seasons. The most 
important part for him is the opportunity to positively impact the lives of hundreds of young men 
over the years. The gratitude expressed and congratulations offered by former players on social 
media were some indication of the impact Coach Bossenmeyer has had over the years. 
Congratulations Coach. 

Terrific Tuesday – That is my name for this past Tuesday as we hosted three girls home games for 
water polo, soccer, and basketball. All three came away with victories in what turned out to be 
three very different contests. Girls’ water polo battled and came away with a hard fought come 
from behind victory (Hard fought is not an exaggeration when one considers the activity 
occurring beneath the water). Girls’ soccer took another quick lead and didn’t look back in 
another easy win. Girls Basketball hosted the 16th ranked team in Orange County, getting out to 
a quick lead and holding on in the end. They have now beaten the #22 and #16 teams, showing 
that they belong in the conversation when talking about the best teams in Orange County. 

Boys Soccer – They increased their level of competition this week considerably, and prevailed in 
both instances. They won on Tuesday 1-0, and then again on Wednesday 3-1. The intensity and 
skill our boys’ soccer team has brought to each competition has been impressive. 

Wrestling – This will go down as a busy week for boys and girls wrestling. Not only did they both 
compete Wednesday night in the old gym against a league opponent, but they will also host a 
huge two-day tournament this Friday and Saturday. In their dual match Wednesday night against 
Kennedy High School, the boys won a majority of matches while the girls faced one of the better 
girls’ programs in Orange County. I was proud of how both teams competed and showed 
improvement- even from just a couple of weeks ago. 

Sports Banquets - While winter sports were in full swing, several fall sports teams brought closure 
to their season by hosting banquets in the THS cafeteria. Families, athletes, and coaches came 



                 
               

                
   

 
               
                

          
              

               
              

               
 

              
         

            
              
              

            
               

              
             

            
              

             
            
             

 
              

                
             

                
              

               
                

                
            

              
               

               
            
    

 

together to celebrate the hard work and fun experienced this fall. The boys’ water polo team was 
particularly excited to receive shirts from their coaches with the words on back, “CIF Finalists”, a 
fitting gesture to a group of boys’ who worked extremely hard and turned their season into an 
impressive accomplishment. 

Blood Drive - The Tustin High School Pavilion is an impressive facility and it showed versatility this 
week transforming into three very different venues in the course of 24 hours- Due to the hard 
work of our campus custodial team, of course. Thursday morning, the Pavilion changed into a 
blood center for one of our traditional blood drives. Approximately 100 adults and students 
offered some time out of their day to literally save lives. Even more impressive was the student 
team assembled to bring students into the center, comfort them during the process, and make 
sure donors were nourished and recovered before they left. It was a team effort for a good cause. 

Winter Concert – Mr. Fisk and Mrs. Snider combined their performing groups to present an 
excellent Winter Concert last night as the Pavilion transformed again into a concert hall. The 
Wind Ensemble (which is a fancy word for band), played three lively tunes that quickly brought 
the audience into a holiday mood. The band worked extremely hard as a marching unit this fall, 
and it was impressive to see their quick transition to a concert group. Shortly after the ensemble 
performed, the choir sang six diverse songs highlighting a variety of group configurations. The 
choir has gone through a bit of a transition after Mr. Peay’s retirement. Mrs. Snider and her group 
of vocalists showed that they were up to the challenge, creating wonderful music with their 
voices. Not to be out-done, the Orchestra performed four pieces of their own, offering beautiful 
renditions of traditional holiday music. The concert ended with one last number performed by 
all three groups, creating a celebration of music enjoyed by all who attended. I enjoy attending 
events where students perform and demonstrate the fruits of their hard work. However, last 
night, I found myself being swept away in the music, not listening to students performing, but 
rather soaking in the beautiful sounds resonating from the front of the auditorium. 

Socratic Seminar – Our teachers work hard to create experiences where students are challenged 
to read, listen, collaborate, and communicate in order to expand their skills and ability to think. I 
am often amazed at teacher creativity in creating these powerful experiences. This week, Ms. 
Khojikian invited me to listen to a Socratic Seminar, which was an impressive example of the kind 
of learning activity I just described. A group of students sat in a circle with other students sitting 
right behind them. The students on the inner circle were asking probing questions related to the 
book they read as a class. The other students were acting as a support team to look up evidence 
and think through reasoning for arguments offered in the inner circle. After a period of time, the 
students changed roles and continued the thoughtful and intellectually stimulating conversation. 
As I listened to our young people address themes and issues uncovered, I was extremely grateful 
for our teachers who go to great lengths to create such conversations and activities. We have 
amazing students who will rise to challenges presented. It was quite impactful to listen to this 
group of sophomores engage in a discussion that pushed their thinking and showed a growing 
depth of thinking. 



             
              

                 
                 
             

               
               

           
 

              
              

            
               

             
          

             
               
                 

              
       

 
      

 
 

 
 

    

Student Shadows – This week, we had another group of teachers follow students throughout the 
school day to gain a deeper understanding for what our students experience in their school day. 
It was enlightening to listen to two of our teachers talk about their experience. The adults in our 
school work extremely hard on behalf of students to grow and prepare them for life after high 
school. However, it was an important investment of time and money for teachers to take a look 
at the school experience through the eyes of a student. I am grateful for so many adults here at 
Tustin High School who genuinely want the best for our students and are willing to think outside 
the box to continue to grow our practice as a team. 

Rainbow and Unicorns – Well, we missed on the unicorns, but not the rainbow. This was not a 
typical week as we experienced two full days of rain; sometimes torrential. However, sometimes 
challenging weather brings beautiful surprises. Colorful sunsets and sunrises come to mind, but 
this week was particularly amazing. When I pulled up to the school on Wednesday morning, I was 
greeted by a large rainbow that expanded the entire horizon. Not only that, but there was an 
extra bonus, a double rainbow, that enhanced the breathtaking scene. It was really something. It 
reminded me that sometimes life’s more beautiful moments come on the heels of challenges. 
Babies are beautiful bundles of joy that come after hours of hard labor, impressive buildings are 
created as the result of months of hard work, and graduation day comes as the result of years of 
hard work. Life definitely has it challenges and difficult times. However, it is good to pause from 
time to time and enjoy the rainbows! 

It was a good week to be a Tiller! 

Go Tillers! 

Dr. Jon Tuin 

Tustin High School Principal 


