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This time last year, we were waiting for tennis and cross country to complete their first round CIF 
competitions while all other sports were completely finished. However, this week was much 
different having both a girls’ golfer and Boys’ Water Polo team compete in late round CIF 
competitions. Chloe Carraway represented herself, and her school, well by shooting just two over 
par in a CIF third round tournament on a difficult course. While she missed the cut for the state 
tournament by the narrowest margin, she competed at an incredibly high level all year. She now 
faces a great opportunity after high school because of her consistently outstanding play. Jose 
Munguia also qualified for Cross Country CIF Individuals and competed this morning in a 
qualifying round at 9 AM on the Riverside City Cross Country Course. Unfortunately, Jose missed 
qualifying for CIF Individual finals, which will take place later today. While he may not have made 
it to finals, Jose ran a personal best record of 16:13 on that course. 
 
Another great Tiller story continues to play out this fall in the pool. Our boys’ water polo team 
competed Wednesday evening at a neutral site (Foothill HS) against Hillcrest High School for a 
semi-final game to determine who would go to the Division VI CIF Finals this Saturday. Their first 
three CIF games all ended in lopsided scores with the Tillers on top. Semi-Final games are 
generally much closer, and the game Wednesday evening held to form. Just watching the other 
team in warm-ups provided a clue that they were going to be a formidable opponent. The game 
had barely started when one of their players placed a pass to another player just outside the net. 
He rose out of the pool and simply tipped the ball in without any hesitation. Quickly, we were 
trailing one to zero. To the credit of our Tiller boys, they came right back and scored. By half time, 
we had built a 5 to 3 advantage. Everyone at the game could sense the intensity of both teams. 
However, I saw that our players were just that much more focused and determined. They played 
a strategic game finding a few break-away opportunities. With only 3 minutes remaining, we held 
a 10-7 advantage. With every score, the large crowd let out a huge sound of excitement. The 
energy continued to build for the Tustin fans who were beginning to realize that their boys’ water 
polo team was on the verge of a CIF Finals game.  
 
This has been an impressive group of senior players who have played together over the years 
(Kaleb Anderson, Tyler Bagnol, Christian Fernandez, Pablo Pena, Efren Rojano, Carlos Sabillon, 
Aidan Caporicci, Edsson Sandoval, and Aaron Weber). The only question was whether their 
sophomore goalie, Scott Olson, could rise to the challenge playing in his first varsity season. Scott 
answered that question with a resounding “yes” this year, especially on Wednesday night as he 
blocked a myriad of difficult shots. It was total team effort that afforded them the opportunity 
to play at 1:30 pm at Irvine Woollett Aquatic Center for a shot at the Division 6 Championship 
(Admission is $5 for students with ID and $10 for adults). This is the first time that the Tiller Water 
Polo boys have competed in the final CIF game since 1982. Go Tillers! 

While Fall sports is still winding down, Winter sports started last night with our Night of the Tiller 
event. The boys and girls wrestling teams competed in an inter-squad competition. The showcase 
event provided parents and families a chance to see their son or daughter compete in the old 



gym to determine starters for upcoming matches. The event continues to grow as the program 
increases. Last night there was an impressive number of wrestlers for both boys and girls.  
 
Wrestling is a sport that doesn’t get a great deal of attention, and yet these boys and girls work 
as hard as any other sport. Not only must they be physically strong, but they must also be 
incredibly strong mentally. It was the kind of celebration last night, as our athletes competed 
against each other, to demonstrate how much work they have put in already to start the season. 
If last night was any indication, this is going to be a special year for the wrestling program.  
 
Speaking of special, we had two events this week focused on future college options. On Monday 
night, we hosted the TUSD College Night. College and university representatives filled the Pavilion 
and students, parents, and school staff walked up and down the aisles making connections with 
college and career representatives. It was a great opportunity to collect a variety of information 
in one night from a diverse array of schools and career programs. The energy in the room was 
high as students moved from table to table to try to both make a good impression and collect as 
much information as possible. It was great to see so many students and their parents actively 
pursuing college as an option.  
 
It is easy to think that walking up to a college representative is a simple task. However, I was 
reminded of the challenge that represents for some students. For a variety of reasons, talking to 
a representative presented itself as a monumental milestone for some students. I watched two 
in particular struggle with that challenge. One had a supportive friend encouraging her and 
helped make sure she made it to the table of one particularly selective college. Another student 
didn’t have an immediate friend to provide that critical support and I ended up walking with her 
to a table. She hesitated at first, but stepped up to the challenge and represented herself well. 
More importantly, she learned a great deal of information of which she had no prior background 
knowledge. I was so proud of all our students for taking the time, energy, and emotional stress 
to get informed and learn about so many options. From community college to the military to 
state schools to private colleges, students who participated left a great deal more informed about 
options that exist and what is required to take advantage of those opportunities.  
 
In addition to College Night, we hosted another significant event on our campus this week to 
encourage and support students in their journey towards college. The counseling team has 
organized our #accepted campaign and May 1st celebration for the past few years. However, this 
year they add a first semester event called “#applied”. As part of our participation this year in 
the California College Application and Success Campaign, our College and Career Readiness (CCR) 
classes for seniors have focused on completing at least one application by the target date: 
November 8th. Our teachers took their role seriously and helped make sure as many seniors as 
possible had applied by tutorial period yesterday. The result was an impressive 87.8% college 
application submission rate. About a third of our seniors applied to a four-year college or 
university while the rest applied to a two-year college. Either way, we have hundreds of seniors 
who now have an option already in play.  
 



Applying to a college can be stressful and overwhelming. It was quite a touching sight to see so 
many seniors walking under the arch of balloons on a red carpet to pick up their popsicle. The 
tutorial turned into a fun celebration that included lots of pictures and selfies. I could sense the 
relief from students that a big emotional barrier had been successfully crossed. They proudly 
wore their stickers that read, “I #applied”! 
 
I am grateful to work alongside a team that believes in our students for both the short term and 
the long term. We have adults who are willing to adjust their normal duties to invest in the future 
of our students. We have adults willing to go above and beyond to celebrate our students and 
their accomplishments- especially as it relates to their future. There are a lot of great high schools 
in Orange County, I am sure. However, I am grateful to be a part of this one! 
 
Go Tillers! 

 
Dr. Jon Tuin 

Tustin High School Principal 


