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A student asked me yesterday what I liked about my job, and I couldn’t help but reflect on the week. I get 
to work with talented, passionate, and hardworking people towards one of the highest callings in life: 
growing and preparing young people. A plethora of learning events and school activities occurred this 
week, and I had the privilege of participating in, or observing, several. However, the highlight for me this 
week was finding out we have students being recognized for outstanding work in a variety of venues. That 
is particularly gratifying because I know what amazing young people we have here in our Tiller community, 
and it is encouraging to hear that others outside our community recognize the talent, passion, and hard 
work of our students.   
 
Mr. Hernandez, our T-Tech program leader, spent the past couple of weeks trying to sit me down with a 
representative from Boeing to inform me about their internship program. I’m always interested in learning 
how our students can get connected to real world opportunities, but I no idea the extent of this Boeing 
initiative. They bring in 76 junior high school students from 14 of the top schools in Orange County. It is a 
testament to our T-Tech program that we have students actually participating in this highly selective 
program. Not only do these students participate in real world problem-solving and collaboration, but they 
are also meticulously scored throughout this summer program. We were extremely fortunate to have six 
students accepted into this outstanding internship. It was even more impressive to hear the Boeing 
representative describe our students and how well they faired among some of the best and brightest of 
Orange County.  
 
I also received an email this week from Representative Mimi Walters’ office informing me that one of our 
junior Tillers recently won an app contest for California’s 45th Congressional District. Sishir Giri developed 
an app (www.helpindesk.com) to help students get connected with teachers and other students for 
academic support. He will get an opportunity to meet Representative Walters to show her his app. He will 
also enter a national level competition as well. I was particularly impressed to hear that he entered an 
app last year and won 2nd place as a sophomore. Sishir went back to work and came up with even better 
idea this year! 
 
The Tiller All Male Dance Team recently received some good news as well, but I won’t be able to share 
the specifics of that until later in the year. Right now they are busy preparing with our Girls’ Dance Team 
and other performing groups for next week’s Winter Assembly. It is awesome to see that our hard working 
artists are getting recognition as well. 
 
While I enjoy watching and participating in the everyday life of our school community, I also enjoy looking 
at the “big picture” and working collaboratively to develop long range focus and action plans. A meeting 
that required big picture perspective this week was our School Site Council, made up of admin, teachers, 
students, and parents. We revisited our three school goals and talked about our efforts to successfully 
achieve them. Growing Social Emotional Learning (SEL), A-G compliance, and student writing described 
our three goals. We have a lot going on and it feels sometimes that we are pulled in different directions, 
but these are our primary areas of focus. It is good sometimes to be reminded of what we have 
determined to be our priorities.  
 
The monthly principals’ meeting represented another big picture event. We spent the bulk of our time 
pouring through data from the Check-In Assessment scoring for English, Math, and Science. It was 
interesting to see the results and consider the learning exhibited and the opportunities for growth. 
 

http://www.helpindesk.com/


Yet another big picture activity for us this week was our faculty survey related to our SEL implementation. 
As I read through every single response, I was encouraged by the acknowledgement of efforts to grow SEL 
skills this year. The survey also indicated that we have much to do, but I appreciate the collective energy 
behind this work. I appreciate teachers providing input. It makes us become a better school when we 
consider multiple perspectives.  
 
Speaking of perspectives, this week was particularly interesting for me as I engaged in getting to know the 
stories behind some of our students. Whether a boy born in Nepal who lived in multiple countries before 
settling in the US, a girl born in Somalia who also lived in multiple countries before coming to the US, a 
girl born in the US and moved with her family to Bangladesh to learn the language and culture and 
returned to the US, or a girl who was the first in her family born in the US after her family immigrated 
from Mexico, they all shared their gratefulness for their family and the opportunity to attend Tustin High 
School. Our school has such a rich array of students from so many backgrounds and perspectives. I am so 
grateful to be part of a community that values and embraces such diversity.  
 
While I contemplated the big picture and global perspectives, day to day life of a thriving high school 
continued, and will continue. Wednesday night was our Junior College Night where families got practical 
information about what local schools have to offer. Yesterday was our blood drive that bustled all day 
from student, staff, and community donors. Monday night was a boys’ home soccer game where they 
came back from a second half deficit of 0-1 to end up in a 2-2 tie. This team has already demonstrated 
character and perseverance in this young season. Last night was a girls’ soccer game where our Tillers 
prevailed 1 – 0. What looked like a close game on the scoreboard, was actually a dominate performance 
as our girls controlled the ball for the vast majority of the competition.   
 
Other important events this week will actually occur today as we celebrate our Tillers of the Quarter and 
the Tustin Unified School District Board of Education will be here to visit our school. Tillers of the Quarter 
is an event where teachers select two students of the quarter, and invite them to lunch. Our lunchroom 
will be filled with teachers and students celebrating student achievement, hard work, and citizenship. The 
school board visit will also be a form of celebration as we take them around campus to show them the 
good work going on in our school. We are grateful to a board and community that is committed to 
upgrading the facilities and technologies. We will also show how our instructional practices are 
maximizing those resources.  
 
Speaking of “special”, what a great way to describe last night’s Winter Concert. Mr. Fisk, Mr. Peay, and 
Mr. Hirsch conducted and accompanied a wonderful night of music featuring both our students and 
community vocalists. These students work extremely hard each day under outstanding instructors and it 
showed. I was intentional about tuning in (pun intended) and enjoying the moment. I focused on taking 
in the sights and sounds of the evening. As I sat with parents and families, I could sense the communal 
pride in the performers featured.  
 
The Wind Ensemble started the evening off playing some inspiring music; including the musical number 
they performed at Disneyland just a couple of days before while marching down Main Street. One 
particularly touching moment came when our very own Data Processing Technician, Myra Rivera-Smith, 
sang a beautiful ballad with support from the choir. What made it extra-special was watching her 
daughter, Monica, dance gracefully and joyfully to the music. What a special and intimate moment 
transpired in front of a captivated audience, a moment I was grateful to experience. 
 



Equally as special for me was listening to Tustin High School junior, Oscar Aguilar, sing a beautiful rendition 
of “Mary, Did You Know?” that featured his exquisite baritone voice with support of the choir.  I do not 
know what kind of recognition he has received for his vocal prowess, but for me, it was quite enough to 
simply take it all in and appreciate both his talent and hard work. This was a special week, and I was 
particularly grateful to have taken the time to simply listen.  
 
Have a great weekend, and Go Tillers! 
 
Dr. Jon Tuin 
Tustin High School Principal 


