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I can just envision two former Tustin students conversing at a 20 year reunion, “Remember that 
week after homecoming when the Dodgers played in the World Series and it was 104 degrees!”  
 
The heat was definitely a thing this past week, but nothing major. Despite some scheduling 
challenges, several events worthy of note occurred this past week in athletics:  
 
Water Polo - The boys’ team ended their home games on a high note defeating Katella High 
School by a significant margin. It was great to see our seniors honored after the game. It was 
obvious that this group of seniors had a huge impact on the program, helping to turn the 
program around and set it on a strong course for the future.  
 
Tennis – Yesterday was the first day of our league championships and Anaka Mahesh continued 
her outstanding run this year by qualifying for the second day of competition. She needs a 
victory today in the first round to qualify her for CIF. 
 
Golf – Chloe Carraway and Ashley Ramirez competed in the first round of CIF on Tuesday. 
Playing in the heat and wind wasn’t the best scenario for golf. However, the girls’ golf team 
should be extremely proud of all they accomplished this year.  
 
Volleyball – The girls’ team not only earned a second place league finish, but they also learned 
they will play Costa Mesa next week in the first round of CIF on Tuesday. 
 
Athletics wasn’t the only active aspect of our school this week during the hot temperatures. 
Our band and color guard continued to prepare for the first of four competitions. There are so 
many moving parts, and I appreciate the countless hours of rehearsal and practice invested to 
fine tune the presentation. It is quite impressive to watch our students focus and come 
together and create something much larger than the sum of the individuals involved. We talk 
about the value of collaboration and team, and the band and color guard are a great example of 
what individuals can create and accomplish when they are willing to commit to a larger cause. I 
don’t know how our Tillers will fair in these competitions, but they should be extremely proud 
of what they have accomplished.  
 
Speaking of productive performances, the Jazz Band traveled a few miles away for the grand 
opening of Stater Bros in Tustin/Irvine. Fortunately, they played before it got too hot on 
Wednesday morning. As a result of their effort, Stater Bros. rewarded them with a $5,000 
check! 
 
It turns out this week heavy with visitors. TUSD math and science coordinators both took a turn 
at checking in to see our progress with pilots and NGSS implementation. Additionally, Dr. 
Franklin, our superintendent, invested some time to see how we are doing as a school. Showing 
him our students and faculty was one of my highlights this week. (It turns out it was an 
especially meaningful moment for one of our seniors.) AVID central also took a spin to check on 



our progress towards renewing our demonstration school status. (We still have one more of 
those, and it looks like that will take place in the spring.) 
 
Navigating a calendar rich week was nothing new, but last night was a special bonus to my 
week. Last Saturday night at the homecoming dance, as Mr. Peay and the team were serving 
dinner to our students by the pool, we came up with this great idea to do the same for our 
teachers in preparation for Report Card Night. Flipping burgers for our teachers and staff was 
definitely a highlight. It was great to see so many hanging out and enjoying each other’s 
company before we headed off to the Pavilion.  
 
I figured Report Card Night would be a high energy event with so many people gathered 
together for the purpose of working collaboratively to support our students. However, I think I 
even underestimated the impact of the evening. Not only was it powerful to see teachers and 
parents connecting on behalf our students, but it was also significant to see all of our teachers 
working collaboratively in the same space. Teaching can so easily become an isolated exercise, 
and I have appreciated the commitment of people to work collaboratively. Last night was not 
just an event, but a metaphor for what can happen when we come together as a community.  
 
Speaking of impact, I was reminded this week of how much our students pay attention and take 
cues from our leadership. I happened to visit the library and decided to check in with some 
students. Sapna Bhakta approached me. What I assumed would be a quick exchange of 
pleasantries, turned out to be a rather special moment. Earlier in the week, Dr. Franklin visited 
an MUN group during tutorial. It was impressive enough that the room full of students who 
willingly gave time to specifically prepare for an upcoming conference. It was quiet visible that 
students were organized into groups and just starting to sink their teeth into some important 
research and writing. Another impressive aspect of the picture unfolding before us was Sapna 
standing in the front, confidently and skillfully orchestrating the session. Eleanor Zechiel, the 
teacher, was hidden off to the side behind her computer. A casual observer would have 
thought Sapna was completely in charge of guiding students through an academic work 
experience. Dr. Franklin commented on how impressed he was and was able to communicate 
that to Sapna before we left.  
 
What I didn’t know, and Sapna shared with me in the library, was that Dr. Franklin’s visit 
Tuesday triggered an impactful memory for Sapna from seven years previously. She articulately 
described a school board meeting when she delivered a speech as a 5th grader. She 
remembered that Dr. Franklin was an important leader in that meeting, which encouraged her 
so much as a 10 year old. She explained that when Dr. Franklin entered the room this week and 
intently listened as she delivered important instructions for her team members, she flashed 
back to her 5th grade experience. Suddenly, it hit her how much she had grown as a leader and 
communicator. Dr. Franklin represented all the adults who had intentionally poured into her life 
and helped her grow. His visit this week, seemed to shed perspective on her K-12 learning 
experiences and massive sense of gratitude filled her soul.  
 



Speaking of gratitude, I want to thank all the parents who either came to visit with teachers or 
volunteered to help with the event. I am continually impressed with our parents and their 
willingness to serve on behalf of our students.  
 
Thank you, and have a great weekend.  
 
Go Tillers! 
 
Dr. Jon Tuin 
Tustin High School Principal 


