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Our staff works passionately and intently to teach, support and grow our students. So many of our students 

also work extremely hard to grow their own knowledge and skills. This happened to be a week we could 

celebrate and honor several of our staff and students for their dedication and hard work. It was interesting to 

see the collective energy swell among different venues as we took time to celebrate our own.  

Nowhere was that energy more apparent than last night at the Tiller Girls’ Basketball game. The simple set at 

half court was nicely designed. What made the ceremony extra special was the multitude of family and 

friends escorting each senior to the photo spot in the middle of the gym. One of the most interesting family 

escorts was a life size photo of Zira Falatoi’s grandmother who passed away. It was a celebratory pose with 

lots of character, and provided some insight as to why “Z” is so fun. The evening got even more fun after the 

eventual victory that made our Tillers girls’ the 2020 Empire League Champions! 

Girls basketball was in good company with the senior celebrations. Just last week, girls water polo celebrated 

their team members on the pool deck after an incredible game. When I arrived to watch the game. We were 

already behind 3-9. However, for the next 30 minutes, I watched our girls score goal after goal to tie the 

game at 10 with under a minute to play. Although the other team ended up scoring the final point, it was a 

remarkable comeback for a young group of ladies who showed so much improvement over the year. It was a 

great way to send out the seniors.  

Other groups that celebrated “senior nights” this week were boys’ basketball, boys’ soccer and girls’ soccer. 

These games are very emotional for the athletes and their families. Athletes have dedicated countless hours 

over years to play their sport and be part of the team. Similar to what I sensed last night standing next to the 

basketball senior girls, there is excitement, sadness and emotion all mixed together. I am grateful to our 

coaches for making the effort to memorialize these games and honor our Tiller seniors.  

Student athletes were not the only people recognized this week. Multiple staff members received special 

notoriety. Yesterday, for example, I attended a Rotary luncheon where Kim Donahue, library assistant, and 

Whitney Krick, special education teacher, received a grant from the Rotary Club for their “good idea”.  

On Wednesday morning, during our DOT start faculty meeting, we recognized three additional staff members 

who won significant honors. It was particularly fitting to honor Corrine Pysher for her Orange County 

Department of Education Counselor of the Year nomination because this was National Counselor 

Appreciation Week. She is incredibly passionate about our students and works well with her amazing team to 

support them. We also honored her counseling team members in the meeting with a flower as a token of our 

appreciation. Orange County Parenting Magazine’s Top 25 Teacher Award was another award acknowledged. 

Michael Fisk, instrumental music teacher, pours his life into our students and their music education. It was a 

pleasure attending a dinner with him later that night to continue the celebration. Finally, we announced our 

2020 Tustin High School Teacher of the Year in the meeting. Eric Zamora, digital media and yearbook teacher, 

received this well-deserved honor, and his spontaneous reaction communicated obvious appreciation. It is a 

meaningful award being chosen among peers, and it was obvious it meant a great deal to him.  

We have some talented and hard-working people here at Tustin High School, and it was great to celebrate 

some of them. Go Tillers! 


