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Hello Prospective AP Lit Students, 

Thank you for considering AP Literature this final year of your high school career.  I would like to say a few 
words about the class in order to help you decide whether or not you should take it. 

We have three goals in this course: 

1) Prepare you for college-level reading and writing 
2) Help you to appreciate the beauty of art and literature and the importance of ideas. 
3) Prepare you for the AP Test 

The course is demanding in some ways and less so in others.  We put a heavy emphasis on developing reading 
and writing skills, in exploring ideas through class and small group discussion, and on writing to understand our 
own thinking.  We will read roughly ten novels or plays, in addition to 40-50 poems and a smattering of short 
stories and essays.   In class we discuss, take notes, and write analytical responses to our discussions.  
However, because of our emphasis on reading, discussion, and writing, we do very little of some kinds of 
activities you might be used to: vocabulary, grammar, chapter questions, Socratic seminars, even annotations. 

Perhaps the best insight you can get into the class can be drawn from current students.  Please approach some 
that you know and get their take on the class.  If you decide this class is for you, read on.  If not, good luck. 

SUMMER ASSIGNMENT: 

*** A note about the summer assignment, and the class in general.   I’ve been doing this for a number of years.  
I know there will be those among you who plan to “b.s.” some things.  I have set up my class in a way that I 
hope to encourage you to engage in certain activities and enjoy some experiences and perspectives outside of 
the purely academic realm.  These kinds of things are, of course, difficult to assess; therefore, you may easily 
get away with doing sub-par work or even prevaricating.  You should know two things: 1) I almost always know 
when you do, and 2) I don’t really care.  If you are the kind of person who enjoys faking your way through 
school, that’s your problem.  I hope to dissuade those of you who habitually cut corners from taking the class, 
but some of you will find a way in.  Just consider: if you are that kind of person, the one who reads Sparknotes 
instead of the actual book, or makes up a story instead of doing the activity, you don’t belong in this class. This 
is not the place to brag about how much you achieved without actually trying.  Nobody likes that person, and 
the ceiling for that kind of effort is low.  You may very well do well in here, but you won’t out there.  

For the rest of you, those who actively seek your own improvement, those of you who seek to engage with 
literature and philosophy and the great ideas of the ages, I welcome you.  I hope this class will give you what 
you are looking for. 

So, without further remonstrance, your summer assignment follows on the back side: 

 



1. Read the play Oedipus by Sophocles.  Copies are in the library. 
a. I encourage but do not require annotation; do what you must in order to be able to discuss the 

ideas well and draw from important details.  There will be a verbal quiz the first week of 
school.   

b. Write a 1-page response to the play.  I am not looking for a thesis or analysis of quotes; I just 
want to see what you thought of it, what parts of it you thought were interesting or not, and 
what you might take from the play to reflect upon in yourself and in your life. DO NOT 
SUMMARIZE THE STORY. 

c. Be prepared to write a formal essay on the play the first week of school.  Don’t read it too 
early – or if you do, go back and familiarize yourself with it.  You’re going to have to write the 
essay off memory only. 
 

2. Write something – I don’t really care what.  Compose a poem or short story, write a review of a book 
or movie, narrate an experience, reflect on something you saw or thought or did--whatever.  Just make 
it interesting.  Remember, I have to read this, so please be kind to me and give it some thought and 
effort. 
 

3. Write me a letter telling me what we should know about you as a scholar and a human being.  What 
do you like?  What do you fear?  What do you want from this class, from the teacher, from yourself, 
from your life?   What do you love and what do you abhor?  What are you going to do?  Where are you 
going to go?  What are you excited by and afraid of?   If such self-revelation does not suit you, then tell 
me what you will.  Above all, be honest.  This is not a job application, and I like you already just for 
taking the class. 
 

4. Do something cultural – travel, go to a museum, attend a concert or poetry reading, or listen to a 
lecture.  Take a picture and write a short piece about what you liked and found interesting. 
 

5. Spend a little time hiking or camping and away from your electronics.  Write a short composition about 
your experience, and ask yourself – are you overly dependent upon your phone, television, computer, 
and/or video games?  What are the consequences of such dependence? 
 

6. Take a picture of yourself reading somewhere familiar, interesting, strange, and/or even absurd.  Keep 
yourself covered and be appropriate but creative, please.  Print out the photo and bring it to class on 
the first day. 

If you need to ask me anything or clarify anything, please contact me at rgmiller@tustin.k12.ca.us 

I look forward to meeting you and reading what you have for me next year. 

Regards, 

Mr. Miller 
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