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In order to have the necessary background knowledge needed to be successful as an AP Government 
student, it is important that you have a solid understanding of the U.S. Constitution and the 
philosophical underpinnings that helped create it. The focus of the first unit of the course is 
the philosophical and political roots of American government. Thus, this is what you will explore and 
analyze during the summer so that we will be prepared to discuss this topic in depth over the first couple 
of days of class. Also, please join our Remind class by following the instructions displayed on the 
second page below. 
 
There are two components to the assignment---reading and writing. The first section comprises reading 
excerpts of specific documents and answering the guided questions (All material is provided within the 
summer assignment folder). Following this exercise, you will be required to write an analytical essay 
utilizing material from your reading (Prompt included in same folder). The second section instructs you 
to read the U.S. Constitution by using an online source. As you read you will answer guided questions 
about the Constitution (All instructions and questions included in summer assignment folder). Here is 
the link to the shared AP US Gov & Politics – Summer Assignment Folder. You’ll need to sign in with 
your mytusd.org Google account. 
 

I. Document Excerpts & Essay 

A. Reading Requirements:  

1. Excerpt from Second Treatise of Civil Government, John Locke 

2. Excerpt from The Spirit of the Laws, Baron de Montesquieu   

3. Excerpt from Social Contract, Jean Jacques Rousseau   

4. Common Sense, Thomas Paine 

5. The Virginia Declaration of Rights  

6. The Declaration of Independence  

B. Writing Requirements:  

1. Guided questions for each reading  

2. Analytical essay  

II. U.S. Constitution 

A. Read U.S. Constitution 

B. Complete Guided Questions 
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