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Dyslexia and Reading 
Difficulties

Agenda:
➢ Describe how TUSD is supporting students with 

dyslexia and reading difficulties.
➢ Provide an overview of dyslexia characteristics.
➢ Answer any questions you may have.



The purpose of the guidelines is to provide 
educators, parents, and other stakeholders 
with a road map for supporting students with dyslexia.

On August 14, 2017 the California 
Department of Education issued 
California Dyslexia Guidelines as 

required under Assembly Bill 1369. 



TUSD Board Goal (2018-2019)
Priority 1.5:

Provide training and support for administrators, counselors and 

teachers on the key aspects and attributes of dyslexia and 

information on successful teaching//learning strategies in 

accordance with Assembly Bill 1369. Elementary teachers and 

elementary principals will be provided with in- depth training on 

how dyslexia impacts students who are learning to read. Special 

Education staff will receive in-depth training on how dyslexia 

impacts Specific Learning Disability (SLD) eligibility and special 

education services.



Staff Preparation and Training
2017-2018 School Year: Special Education Teachers - Elementary and 

pilot Middle School (Sonday System Program)

2018-2019 - Psychologist Training, Middle School and High School 

Special Education Teachers, Elementary School Teachers and Principals, 

Secondary Mild/Moderate Special Education Teachers

Coming Soon - Principal Training for Sonday 



Dyslexia is a learning disability that is neurobiological in origin. It is 
characterized by difficulties with accurate and/or fluent word 

recognition and by poor spelling and decoding abilities. 

These difficulties typically result from a deficit in the phonological 
component of language. 

Secondary consequences may include problems in reading 
comprehension, difficulty with vocabulary and background knowledge 

due to reduced reading experiences, as well as social-emotional and 
behavioral issues. 

(International Dyslexia Association IDA 2002).



http://drive.google.com/file/d/1vrCD1KOG8PyKBmamtekT2-ZxI05GD1Od/view


Identify something from the 
video that you did not know or 

found interesting about 
dyslexia.

THINK & SHARE



Myths that surprised me:

Handout: Debunking the Myths of Dyslexia

http://dyslexiahelp.umich.edu/dyslexics/learn-about-dyslexia/what-is-dyslexia/debunking-common-myths-about-dyslexia


DYSLEXIA is a specific learning disability which is 

neurological in origin. People with dyslexia struggle to read 

and spell. They have a hard time processing the sounds of 

letters to make them into words.

DYSLEXIA affects 15-20% of the population in some way and 

is hereditary. 

THAT MEANS

1 in 5 people have it. 

EARLY IDENTIFICATION IS KEY.

Students with dyslexia can learn to read and spell through 

STRUCTURED LITERACY instruction. This means that 

teaching techniques  are evidence based and multi-sensory. 

They are explicit, direct, cumulative, intensive, and focused on 

the structure of language. 

DYSLEXIA IS NOT…

a problem of intelligence.  Kids with dyslexia have average or 

above-average intelligence. Remember,  dyslexia is an

unexpected disability. It’s often referred to as a “Sea of 

Strengths” condition. 

DYSLEXIA IS NOT

A vision problem or reading backwards. People with dyslexia 

SEE letters and words the same way those without dyslexia do, they 

just take an alternate neurological route to connect that letter with it’s 

appropriate sound. It takes them longer and sometimes they don’t 

allow themselves the time needed, which makes it appear as though 

they are seeing a different letter.  They simply need MORE TIME to 

process the information. 

DYSLEXIA IS NOT

A problem of laziness. Kids with dyslexia are already trying hard. 

They need specific help to make progress. 

DYSLEXIA IS NOT 

something you outgrow, but with early intervention and 

appropriate accommodations, literacy outcomes improve greatly.   

In Summary...





Clues to Dyslexia: All Ages



The Importance Of Phonemic Awareness

University of Oregon, CTL

These are the deficits for a student with dyslexia.
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How are teachers responding to student 
needs within the instructional program?



Pre-Kindergarten                                              Kindergarten                                                     Primary (1-3)

Phonemic Awareness
TK-2 systematic, daily skill development

Can be used for remedial work 
(small group) in grades 4-5



Literacy Resources, Inc
Phonemic Awareness Assessments

https://www.literacyresourcesinc.com/resources/assessments/


PHONICS  |  Fountas & Pinnell
Teacher Account

https://resources.fountasandpinnell.com

KEY CODES:  (register all codes to access K-3)
K:  FPPH7272K
1st:  FPPH72721
2nd:  FPPH72722
3rd:  FPWS72723

Fountas & Pinnell K-2 Planning Guide

https://resources.fountasandpinnell.com
https://sites.google.com/mytusd.org/tusdliteracy/word-study/fountas-and-pinnell-phonics-resource-guide?authuser=0


Fountas & Pinnell
Phonological Awareness Assessment

https://resources.fountasandpinnell.com/phonics/Guide.aspx?id=1271&gid=1385


How do teachers help students 
who are not making growth as 

fluent readers?



MTSS Support Systems
Tier II and III Instruction

responding to dyslexia



Tiers of Instruction
when characteristics of 

Dyslexia have been observed
Possible Evaluation/

504 Plan

Best First Instruction

Balanced Literacy/Structured Literacy 
Phonemic Awareness Screener & Instruction

Explicit teaching of Spelling Rules  

Targeted Intervention

MTSS Small Group Support
Phonemic Awareness Strategy Group
Online Adaptive Instructional Support

Intensive 
Intervention
Individualized

Support 

SST Referral

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1Zv4dS2se5iz057krz1IJrM3w35rdlhlsgE2U6HUTJMw/copy


Sample Progress Monitoring



What does instruction at Tier II look like?



TIER 2 Progress Monitoring

Multiple 
rounds of 

intervention. 

Look for growth and response to instruction.



https://www.nessy.com/us/

http://maxscholar.com/about-us/

Additional Tier II 
Supports

https://www.nessy.com/us/
http://maxscholar.com/about-us/


What does instruction at Tier III look like?



Best First Instruction

Progress Monitoring (as needed)

Teacher/Parent Concerns in Academics and/or Behavior

Targeted Intervention

Progress Monitoring 
(ongoing)

Intensive 
Intervention

Tiers of Instruction
for all students

Special 

Education



https://www.winsorlearning.com/sonday-system-1

Tier III Reading Intervention

https://www.winsorlearning.com/sonday-system-1


Is an effective intervention program because of:

1.WHAT is taught

- Five Essential Components of Reading Instruction

2. HOW it is taught:

- Orton-Gillingham Approach



WHAT IS TAUGHT?
Five Essential Components of Reading Instruction

Text Comprehension

- Phonemic 

Awareness

- Phonics

- Fluency

- Vocabulary



How is Sonday Systems Taught?

Multisensory:
Visual

Auditory
Kinesthetic-

Tactile



What Are The CA Guidelines Recommending?

M Multisensory: (VAKT; minimum of 2 modalities)

E Evidence - based

S Structured: (Systematic & Cumulative, Explicit, 
Diagnostic)

S Sequential: (Organized, Logical Order, Cumulative)

E Explicit: (Deliberate teaching, Stated Objectives, 

D Direct: (Explicit teaching of a skill set through lectures 
and demonstration)

*Dyslexia and Reading: Responding to the Non-Responder. Quann, J (DCS) and 
California Dyslexia Guidelines AB 1369



Tracking Reading Progress

Ongoing Data Collection:

● Mastery Checks (every 3rd 

Level)

● Read Words

● Spell Words

● Running Records

● IEP Goal Progress



SIX STEP LESSON PLAN
31 Minutes Total

Steps 1-4 Daily Review:

- 2 minutes

- 2 minutes

- 5 minutes

- 7 minutes

- 5 minutes

- 10 minutes

1. Read Sounds

2. Spell Sounds

3. Read Words

4. Spell Words

5. Introduce New 

Material

6. Read Aloud



Educator Testimonials
“The Sonday system is a very user friendly program, and it is great practice for the 

students. It is systematic, explicit and multi-sensory and the students are showing great 

progress using it.” - Allison Berry, Red Hill Elementary

“ I love that Sonday is a multi-sensory and systematic system that is easy to follow. The 

kids love it and are engaged throughout each lesson, especially because it can be very 

hands on and moves quickly. It provides good data/student samples that can be easily 

tied to goals and progress.”  - Laura Leon Banos, Benson Elementary

“The Sonday system addresses the gaps in phonics and phonemic awareness. It has built 

in pre and post tests as well as progress monitoring. It is easy to use and doesn't involve 

a lot of preparation! Strategies are multi-sensory and progress is visible!” - Dana 

Crawford



Benefits Of Sonday Program

Sonday 1

Direct and Explicit

31 Minute Lessons

Simultaneous and Multisensory

Systematic and Cumulative

Teaches Basic English Code

Synthetic and Analytic

Mastery Checks Every 3rd Level

DIagnostic and Prescriptive

Sonday 2

Direct and Explicit

31 Minute Lessons

Simultaneous and Multisensory

Systematic and Cumulative

Teaches Upper Level English Code

Synthetic and Analytic

Mastery Checks Every 3rd Level

DIagnostic and Prescriptive (Entry Test)



Example of Sonday System

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g2nCrL9loJg


Sample Accommodations 
To Support Students



Homework assignments may include reducing homework, allowing students to dictate their answers, 

allowing typewritten work, and allowing extended time to complete assignments. 

Mathematics may include the student’s use of a calculator or graph paper and the teacher breaking 

assignments into smaller steps. 

Reading may include providing the student with access to audiobooks and text-to-speech functions; and 

allowing extra time to complete reading assignments. 

Spelling may include reduced number of items on spelling lists, providing access to spell-check and word 

prediction software, and not deducting points for spelling errors. 

Testing may include providing students with dyslexia with extra time, allowing students to give answers 

orally, and providing a quiet testing area.

Writing may include providing a student with a scribe, providing access to speech-to-text software, and 

offering written or digital copies of notes; minimizing the need to copy from the board; and providing graphic 

organizers.

Accommodations



Accommodations

Voice to Text: 
Use the microphone to 

search/type. 

Seesaw Activities:
Record directions on Seesaw for 

students to listen to as much as they 
need. 

Camera App:
Allow students to take a video (or image) 

of the whiteboard or anchor chart. 
Students can record themselves retelling 

the directions. 



Accommodations

Reader View and Font Choices:
Tap the top left of Safari to create a 

clearer reader view. Tap the top right 
to change the background color, font, 

and font size.

Spell Check in Google Docs:
Utilize the built in spell check and 

grammar check in Google Docs to help 
with spelling. 

Did you Know?  The most effective font types to use with 
dyslexic students are Serif, Verdana, Arial, and Times.



Accommodations
Speak Selection: 

Settings > General > 

Speak Selection

Gives students options to select text and then 

tap a Speak button. 

Or

Speak Screen 

Swipe down with two fingers from the top of 

the screen to hear the content on the screen.





Resources:

Video:  The Creative Brilliance of Dyslexia | Kate Griggs | TEDxBrighton

● Report:  Made By Dyslexia

Article:  Seven Common Signs of Dyslexia in the Classroom

Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ObwAzZr87jg Things Not to Say to a Dyslexic

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CYM40HN82l4
http://madebydyslexia.org/assets/downloads/made_by_dyslexia_connecting_the_dots.pdf
http://www.learningally.org/Portals/6/Docs/white-papers/HiddeninPlainSight_WP_o.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ObwAzZr87jg


Questions?

Panel Q and A


