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TRANSCENDENTALS IN THE 21ST CENTURY 
By Ryan Miller, English Department Instructional Coach 

S tudents in English 3 Honors got a chance to try out the principles of some of America's great philosophers in a Transcendental-

ism project. Students were asked to spend time in nature, spend time alone, give up some of their favorite possessions, write a 

manual for self-reliance, and break a code, law, or rule. They then wrote and presented their ideas in journals, posters, pictures, and 

videos. They discussed the difficulty of living without constant access to phones and the internet while also missing the experiences 

and interactions that such things sometimes eclipse.  Their teacher was very pleased with the insights they offered about life, them-

selves, and society in their responses. 

THSMUN CAPSTONE PROJECT CHARITY FUNDRAISER 
By Eleanor Zechiel, THSMUN Program Advisor 

T he 24th annual Tustin High School Model United Nations (THSMUN) Conference is com-

ing November 19th through the 20th, and this year the senior class will be running a charity 

fundraiser concurrently with the conference as part of their Capstone Project. Led by seniors 

Jose Aragon, Arsal Bokhari, Kimberly Bollas, Bobbi DeWid, Jessica Landis, Matthew Ma-

drid, and Mason Nguyen, the senior class will be raising money for the Water Project, a non-

profit organization that works to increase access to clean, safe water in the world's least devel-

oped nations by raising awareness and building wells. The senior class will be selling candy 

grams and taking donations during the MUN conference with a goal of fundraising $1,500 to do-

nate to the cause. In their own words, "Our vision is to save lives, dollar by dollar, drop by drop." 

FALL SPORTS WRAP-UP 
By Melissa Trout, Girls’ Athletic Director 

A s an Athletic Department, the Tustin Tillers started the 2016-17 school year strong. 

When you compare our fall teams’ success to last year’s results, every single one 

of our fall programs made giant strides towards higher achievement.  Girls Tennis: Not 

only did our squad double in size with the addition of a JV team, it also experienced 

some big wins! The Varsity team won all of their pre-season games, and took two 

matches during league play. For the first time in over ten years, one of our tennis play-

ers qualified for League Finals. With young talent making up the majority of the Varsity 

roster, this Program will definitely see more success next year.  Girls Volleyball: The 

Varsity team, made up of mostly seniors, has been grinding away for a few years to finally see some real results on the scoreboard. 

This special group of girls had strong chemistry and supported each other through a roller coaster season of huge wins and tough 

losses. The Program had not qualified for CIF in three years and had it high on the goal list. Through grit and determination, the Till-

ers made it to CIF. They faced a tough team in Hesperia on Tuesday night, and fell after a five game battle. Although there were 

tears after the match, the team should feel extremely proud for starting this new legacy of success.  Football: For our football team, 

what’s old is finally new again. With Coach Miller back as Head Coach, the Tillers are close to CIF as they wrap up their final week 

of Empire League competition. The Tillers are currently 7-2 and will either finish in first or second place in league which will give them 

an inside track to the playoffs. The commitment of being bigger, stronger, and faster than its competition has been at the forefront all 

season for these athletes. Their hard work in the weight room and on the field may truly be the key to something that the team has 

wanted in years past: To host a CIF playoff game, a goal that hasn’t been reached in four years.  Girls Golf: Our Varsity golfers are 
building together off last season’s success. With a young, talented squad, the Tillers are in new territory: CIF. It has been ten years 

since one of our Lady Tillers have qualified for the playoffs. Not only did one of our golfers qualify, she advanced beyond the first 

round. Our talented sophomore will play her second round on Thursday. With every hole that she plays, Chloe Carraway takes one 

more step into Tustin history and sets the tone for an even more successful season next year.  Boys Water Polo: This Program not 
only grew in numbers this season; it also produced more wins. The Varsity team really struggled last year going 0-10. However, with 

two new Head coaches, the Tillers have pushed out an impressive 10-17 record this year. They will play their final match on Thurs-

day afternoon at Tustin. The Program has a strong JV squad who were Empire League Champions and they will surely contribute to 

a stronger Varsity team next year.  Cross-Country: What a difference a strong commitment to a summer program makes! The 

Cross-Country Team had the largest number of athletes training in the hot summer months in recent history, and it truly made a 
difference this season. Even our top, experienced runners shed minutes off of their Personal Records and ran extremely well in 

meets. Although we did not have a runner qualify for CIF this season, both our male and female runners will have another opportuni-

ty to show their grit and fantastic work ethic when they showcase their skills in the distance events in track season. 

TUSTIN HIGH SCHOOL CELEBRATES AMERICAN VETERANS 
By David Peay, Activities Director 

O n Thursday, November 10th, the Tillers will be saying THANK YOU to our American Veterans!  Teachers will be given the 

name and picture of a Tustin High Alumni who served in WWII, and how they served their country.  The teachers will read to 

the class about their Veteran and then each student will receive a card to write a THANK YOU to our Veterans. During lunch, we will 

have guest American Veterans at tables on the Student Plaza for students to deliver their cards in person.  Pictures of the Young 

Tillers that died during WWII will be displayed on the cafeteria wall. The ASB plans to make this an annual event, as one way we 

can say THANK YOU to those who dedicate their lives to preserving our freedoms. 
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W elcome to the 2016-2017 school year! It’s a big year with changes in the FAFSA filing period using 

prior-prior year, University of California personal insight questions, and an addition of a new 

application platform for some private universities. The Tustin Counselor Team will help your students 

navigate through this school year and get informed about college/ career pathways. If you are not sure who 

your counselor is, please refer to our website. The purpose of this newsletter is to provide current 

communication regarding resources, initiatives, events, and workshops available for all Tillers. 

COUNSELORS’ CHAT 
(Current Happenings At Tustin) 

 
A weekly newsletter brought to you by your THS Counselors. 

Ask me about November 30th: What is the significance of November 30th? This is the deadline to submit 

all CSU and UC applications. We strongly recommend that students aim to submit applications well before 

the November 30th deadline to avoid stressing about platform malfunctions. Don’t forget to update your 

Naviance accounts once you have submitted applications!  

Assigned Tutorials: Tutorials were assigned based on progress reports. If students received a “D” or “F” 

grade, students were assigned a tutorial for that class. This is an important step to get back on track for 

success. Tutorial assignments will not be changed until quarter grades come out. If you have any questions, 

please contact your counselor. 

ASVAB: Are you interested in taking the ASVAB to help identify your strengths and interests for career 

preparation? Go see your counselor to sign up for the December 7th exam!  

Preparing for the FAFSA or Dream: Do you need help applying for your FSA ID, FAFSA, or DREAM 

application? Come out to the library during Tutorial on Tuesdays and Thursdays! Financial Aid Counselors 

will be present to provide you support as well as your counselors. Please come prepared with your laptop 

and social security number/green card number. 

College Application Support: Are you working on your college applications and need help? Counselors are 

available during Tutorial on Tuesdays and Thursdays in the library. Remember that the CSU and UC 

deadline is November 30th! Please come prepared with your laptops. 

College Visits: Admissions representatives want to talk to Tillers regarding prospective admissions at their 

universities. This is a great way to ask questions and get to know the campus as well as introduce yourself to 

a potential decision maker. Please don’t miss these opportunities! Sign up on Naviance. The list of colleges 

visiting will be updated as soon as appointments are made. If you need help signing up, go see your 

counselor! 

#applied: As of today, 41.1% of the Senior class have submitted applications to post-secondary institutions. 

Counselors will be tracking this information through Naviance. Add your colleges on to your Naviance 

dashboards once you have submitted applications. Need information on how? Click here for a quick tutorial! 

SENIORS - CLASS OF 2017 
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COUNSELORS’ CHAT (Continued on Page 3) 

COLLEGE VISITS - OPEN TO ALL GRADE LEVELS 
Students should sign up on Naviance  if they plan on attending any of these visits, and also 

to view our entire calendar of ALL college visitations scheduled for this school year. 

COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY 
REPRESENTA-

TIVE 
DATE TIME 

Spelman College Iva Stewart Barre Mon 11/7 1PM 

Hope International University Hannah Rodriguez Mon 11/7 1:10PM 

Santa Ana College Basti Lopez Tue 11/8 1:10PM 

Santiago Canyon College Victor Castro Wed 11/16 1PM 

California State University, Los Angeles Jacquelyn Mendieta Wed 11/16 2:35PM 

Irvine Valley College Anne Ackers Tue 11/29 1PM 

Orange Coast College Eduardo Cervantes Tue 12/6 1:10PM 

TUSD ANNOUNCES EARLY START FOR 2017-2018 SCHOOL YEAR 
Tillers, be sure to make next summer's vacation plans accordingly, as TUSD announces an EARLY START for the 2017-2018 school year! 
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THS College Planning 

Financial Aid and Scholarships 

Assigned Tutorials: Tutorials were assigned based on progress reports. If students received a “D” or “F” 

grade, students were assigned a tutorial for that class. This is an important step to get back on track for 

success. Tutorial assignments will not be changed until quarter grades come out. If you have any questions, 

please contact your counselor. 

College Visits: Admissions representatives want to talk to Tillers regarding prospective admissions at their 

universities. This is a great way to ask questions and get to know the campus as well as introduce yourself 

to a potential decision maker. Please don’t miss these opportunities! Sign up on Naviance. The list of 

colleges visiting will be updated as soon as appointments are made. If you need help signing up, go see 

your counselor! It’s an important step...so start early!. 

SOPHOMORES - CLASS OF 2019 

Assigned Tutorials: Tutorials were assigned based on progress reports. If students received a “D” or “F” 

grade, students were assigned a tutorial for that class. This is an important step to get back on track for 

success. Tutorial assignments will not be changed until quarter grades come out. If you have any questions, 

please contact your counselor. 

College Visits: Admissions representatives want to talk to Tillers regarding prospective admissions at their 

universities. This is a great way to ask questions and get to know the campus as well as introduce yourself to 

a potential decision maker. Please don’t miss these opportunities! Sign up on Naviance. The list of colleges 

visiting will be updated as soon as appointments are made. If you need help signing up, go see your 

counselor! It’s an important step...so start early!. 

 

FRESHMEN - CLASS OF 2020 

November Workshops: Counselors will be presenting Workshops in English classes during the month of 

November. The presentation will focus on graduation requirements, A-G requirements, and planning for a 

productive Senior year. It’s an important step to ensure success at THS. 

ASVAB: Are you interested in taking the ASVAB to help identify your strengths and interests for career 

preparation? Go see your counselor to sign up for the December 7th exam! 

Assigned Tutorials: Tutorials were assigned based on progress reports. If students received a “D” or “F” 

grade, students were assigned a tutorial for that class. This is an important step to get back on track for 

success. Tutorial assignments will not be changed until quarter grades come out. If you have any questions, 

please contact your counselor. 

College Visits: Admissions representatives want to talk to Tillers regarding prospective admissions at their 

universities. This is a great way to ask questions and get to know the campus as well as introduce yourself to 

a potential decision maker. Please don’t miss these opportunities! Sign up on Naviance. The list of colleges 

visiting will be updated as soon as appointments are made. If you need help signing up, go see your 

counselor! It’s an important step...so start early! 

JUNIORS - CLASS OF 2018 
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