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Although this was our 2nd week of school, this was a week of firsts for me. From 

the classroom to the boardroom to athletic venues, I soaked in a variety of new 

experiences. In one case, the soaking was literal as I witnessed my first rain drops 

in Southern California since I arrived.   

From the beginning, I heard about Tustin football games and the rich tradition of 

the program. I was anxious to take in my first game and I was not disappointed! 

Last Friday night, our boys decisively beat Dominguez Hills High School! While the 

outcome was great, I appreciated the community feel of the whole event. The 

football team appeared focused on the mission at hand and it felt like everyone 

else was grateful for the excuse to hang out and be together.  

Monday night was a much different first as I attended my first TUSD School Board 

Meeting. I was introduced with the other new principals, but that was far less 

significant than the agenda item to swear in the new student board members. I 

proudly watched Alexis Gonzalez and Kade Adams take their place among the 

other students as they stated their oath. Alexis will be the primary THS 

representative and Kade will support her as the alternate.  

I assumed that these two young people must be amazing because of the role for 

which they were selected, but I had no idea. Because they are going to represent 

our school in an official TUSD capacity, I made it a point to get to know them a 

little more. As I listened to them share pieces of their story, their aspirations, and 

their passion for Tustin High School, I could not help but be impressed. They are 

both so articulate and focused, but the theme that I heard from both was their 

gratitude and appreciation for teachers and adults at Tustin High School who have 

helped to shape them.  

Another first for me this week was watching some of the Digital Citizenship 

presentations. It reminded me of the responsibility and privilege it is to lead a 

school with such rich technological resources. As I moved from classroom to 

classroom this past week, I couldn’t help but be impressed with how teachers and 



students were utilizing technology to enhance their learning. It was a norm to visit 

a classroom and see computers out and students collaborating with one another 

to problem-solve, think, and create a product on their personal laptops.   

Another first for me was not only observing a Big Red presentation, but also 

delivering one. I appreciated the opportunity to connect with students and 

communicate expectations. I was reminded of both the discipline aspect of 

managing a school and the importance of the SEL focus we have taken on school-

wide. I am excited about the years to come as we develop our plan to grow 

students holistically. I was grateful this week for a school community with high 

expectations and aspirations for students.  

Still another first for me was watching our boys win their first home Water Polo 

game against Los Amigos High School. My father was an English teacher and 

counselor at LAHS for many years so that was a unique experience to see our boys 

competing against that school. The score was lopsided in our favor and I was 

impressed with the team atmosphere of our boys. They seemed like a close knit 

group, passionate about their sport. It showed in the water as they dominated the 

other team for four quarters. 

I moved from the pool to the gym to take in my first Girls’ Volleyball game. It was 

their first home game and I was anxious to watch because I had heard about 

some of their early success. I was surprised to see that our girls were, for the most 

part, smaller than the other team. I wondered how they would fare; but those 

thoughts dissipated quickly as I watched our girls take control early. 

Cohesiveness, power, and confidence abounded, proving yet again that it is not 

the size of the competitor in the competition, but the competition in the 

competitor. It was a fun way to experience my first time watching a game in the 

Pavilion and watching yet another Tiller victory! 

Even as I am writing this reflection, there is another first for me being displayed 

on the Plaza floor. Hundreds of posters cover an area of approximately 23 feet 

wide and 185 feet long. The messaging is clear. Pride in Tustin High School and 

winning the football game tonight against Foothill is the focus.  



That brings me to another couple of firsts that I am looking forward to today: We 

will host our Welcome Back Assembly, which happens to fall on the day of my first 

Tustin vs. Foothill football game. You don’t have to be a Tiller long to figure out 

the significance of this day. I have been looking forward to this assembly for a 

long time. Tustin High School assemblies are legendary and I cannot wait to 

experience it! I know students have been working hard behind the scenes to 

prepare for today’s event. I know that our football team has been working hard to 

prepare for tonight. I can’t predict the outcome, but I know our boys will be 

ready! 

Of all these firsts, the most meaningful was my conversation with Alexis Gonzalez, 

our student board member. We have some amazing students and her story is one 

of many. She has shown incredible focus and determination in school and on the 

volleyball court. Watching her serve and set as, possibly, the smallest player on 

the court seemed like a great metaphor for her life so far. Listening to her dreams 

and hopes for the future based on hard work in school, reminded me of what we 

want for all our students. It is young people like Alexis that makes me so proud to 

be a Tiller.  

I wish you a great Labor Day weekend- and we will see our students again on 

Tuesday. 

Go Tillers! 


