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While I appreciated time to unplug and spend time with my family over the holidays, I found myself 
looking forward to returning. In just a half year, I feel like I have developed some strong Tiller connections 
and I am always reminded of how important the call is to grow our young people. For about a fourth of 
our students, this will be their last semester of their K-12 experience. It becomes a difficult transition for 
many of our seniors because the reality starts to set in that what all they know is about to culminate. Most 
are excited about their prospects for the approaching bend in the road, but for all, there are still many 
unknowns. This becomes stressful for a young person as they enter the final semester, and one of our 2nd 
semester roles is to help keep our students focused in order to end this year well and to make final 
preparations for their journey ahead. For the rest of our students, the second semester represents on-
going and important learning opportunities.  
 
Besides the challenge to work around the solar panel project in the parking lot, the second semester 
presents many opportunities to demonstrate our success as a school. Next week, a politician running for 
State Superintendent will visit our school. He is checking out a couple of classrooms, and then he will 
engage in a question and answer session with some of our parents and students. I always look forward to 
showing others the amazing people we have here at Tustin and the good work to which we are committed. 
Additionally, this semester will also represent multiple testing opportunities for students including 
CAASPP and AP among others. We will also have another AVID visitation as part of the process to continue 
our Demonstration School status. 
 
However, of all the monitoring experiences we will face this semester, the most significant will be the 
WASC visit. This will be a team of educators who arrive to thoroughly check our school out over three days 
and determine our accreditation status for the next six years. One of the most important aspects of that 
process is completing the Self-Study in preparation of the actual visit. To that end, this week included 
some focused and collaborative work towards completing this lengthy document. Our leadership team of 
teachers and admin dedicated our whole meeting on Monday afternoon writing and editing this 
document. Additionally, almost our staff came together on Wednesday morning during our late start to 
continue our progress towards completing the document. I appreciated the energy in the room on 
Wednesday morning as our team came together for the first time this semester. I was also encouraged by 
the intentionality of our team members as we divided and conquered various aspects of the self-study.  
 
The WASC process is a great deal of work, but it has provided an opportunity to collectively reflect. There 
really is some amazing work going on in our school on behalf of our students. I often look at our school 
through the lens of ‘what if I were a parent of a current high school student’. Would I want my child to 
attend Tustin High School? The answer to that question is a resounding ‘Yes’, and the WASC process has 
provided plenty of evidence for my conviction. There is always room to grow, but I can’t imagine a better 
place, team, and students with whom to grow. This week of WASC focus has only strengthened my 
confidence that we are focused on the right things for students and, as a team, there are few limits to 
what we can accomplish. 
 
Of all the activities to prepare for future events this semester, one of my favorites involved MUN students, 
parents, and teachers as they gathered for their Trip Information Meeting. In a few weeks, students will 
visit Santa Clara, Boston/New York, and several cities in Italy for MUN Conferences. This is a unique 
opportunity for our students to not only apply their learning in the classroom, but to also engage in cross-
cultural learning experiences. Teachers and students both have been preparing throughout the year for 
conference involvement, but the conferences just around the corner are a highlight. I am looking forward 



to providing support on the Italy trip, and it was great to see the excitement Wednesday night for all three 
of the upcoming trip opportunities.  
 
In all the preparation focus this week, I did learn of some significant recognition for a few of our students. 
The Orange County Register named KC Carr and Sai Mikaio to the third team All-Orange County Football 
Team. For those of you who had a chance to watch any Tiller football the past couple of years, you know 
what a special running back KC has been for our school. There were numerous times when what looked 
like a brick wall turned into a path to the end zone because of KC’s incredible knack for weaving, cutting, 
and accelerating to space. One important reason for any space created were his linemen, and Sai was 
among the best. It is great to see such a quiet and hardworking young man get recognition for a job that 
often goes unrecognized. Sai received additional accolades as he was also named the Empire League 
Lineman of the Year for the 2017 Football Season.  
 
Senior football players were not the only students to receive high level recognition. I found out this week 
about a freshman who did something rarely accomplished by any student, let alone a first year high school 
orchestra student. Angela Huang came to Tustin High School specifically for our MUN program. It just so 
happens that she is also very accomplished violin player. Well, even more accomplished now because she 
was named to the California All-State Orchestra. When I asked Mr. Fisk how often someone makes it to 
such a selective group, he told me that it was a first for him. I am so grateful that someone as talented 
and hard working as Angela could come to our school for MUN and also receive high quality music 
instruction and be challenged as a member of our orchestra.  
 
Thank you for your patience during the construction of our solar carports. Our team is working hard to 
accommodate the lack of spaces available as the project moves from row to row. The construction will 
probably last until April. I would ask that you allow for extra time and maneuver carefully. It will be an 
inconvenience for now, but I think the end result will be great for school and district. The increased shade 
will also be nice when the weather warms up.   
 
Have a great weekend and Go Tillers! 
 
Dr. Jon Tuin 
Tustin High School Principal 


